¥ ringing an eleciric niarm-beil. De-
ng ' inexpensive and easily fitted, it
hould form an indispensible ac-
juisition to the up-to-daie ship.—
‘Chambers's Journal,”’

ALFRED nus;m WALLACE.

— i

An interesting communication was
ecently received by Mr, 8. B. J.
Hkertchly from Alfred Russell Wal-
lace, the vuoeran traveller and natur-
alist, who, .simultaneously with
Charles Darwin, elucidated what is
known as the Darwin theory of the
origin of species. The letter—which
we reproduce here in full, as well, as
a facsimile of a portion of it—was
dfue to the publication of Mr.
Skertchly’s pamphlet on *““The Story
of the Noble Opal,’’ which first ap-
peared in the ‘‘Nature Study’’ page
of the ‘‘Queenslander’’ under the
title ""Opals and Kengaroos.”' It is
written from the naturalist’s home
at Ol Orchard, Wimborne, England,
and is as follows :—

My dear Mr. Skertchly,—It must
be, I think, about 25 years since we
last saw ecach other, and for a good
wany years I have not known'w

BRI value, are, pyuld Si)y, Ol estiving
beauty. As you have no douls got a
considorable collection of these min-
eralogical or “‘common garden'' opals
perhaps you could spare me a few
little bita of no value, as specimens
of the colour and lustre thay possess.
Though I have had a rather bad
illness last Christmas, and quite re-
cently a bad eye inflammation which
kept me more than a month in a
room unahle to read or write

and under treatment by an oye
specinlist, I 5:.'\-. been otherwisa
fairly well. Fortunately that eye is

now guite well again, but has left a
weakness aml general disturbance of
the system from which I am slowly
recovering. 1 have just L'egun a new
bod<, which 1 trust I may finish, as
it will almost certainly be my last.
It will be a study of ‘“FEvolution'
on somewhat novel lines.

I am still as fond of gandening as
ever, and have here 3 acres of wild
wood garden and a small house,
About four years ago I sed  from
pood the t Queensland lily, Dory-
anther almere, with which, no
doubt, you are well scquainted. It
has now a cluster of about
leavea, mostly 4fit. long and 4jn,
wide, each with a curious rolled up
fleshy point 2in. long, withering
away in the older ones. What is the
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you were ; I think you had left Bor-
neo for Chima. A few weeks back I
saw your little book ‘‘“The Story of
ths Notle Opal’’ offered
““Spiritualists’ Alllance,"’ and
ing it was a real ‘‘story’’ of more or
less *‘Occultism’’ connected with an
“‘opal” 1 bought a copy, and to my
rrec.t rise found that it was puh-
ished only last year at Brisbane,
that you had been in the Queensland
Government as Geological Surveyor
and were apparently settled there. 1
found, too, that instead of a mere
work of imagination and Ignd, 1
had got an instructive and delightful
scientific treatise on a subject of
which T was absolutely ignorant,
not even knowing that Queensland
was an opal country !

T hardly remember having ever sten
a collection of opals, though I must
have done so in my youthful days
when 1 irequented the Mineralogical
Gallery of the British Museum ; but
that waa efore the Queensland opals
wore discovered, and the few exhibit-
ed were lost amid the numbers of
other precious stones ol every tint,
colour, and brilliancy.

Your book is enough to make me
long to Eo ofl to Queensland to try
- and pick up a few of those com-

moner which, though of

use of this? Tt looks perfectly
healthy, and I am in hopes of havi

a flower next year, hut fear I m
wait longer. It is in a border in
my greemhouse. Some I planted out,
but the first frost killed them. My
son aml‘daughter who are hoth here,
pened their kind remembrances to
you.—Very truly yours, ALFRED R.
WALLACE.

(Mr. Skertchly informs us that he
has been able, with the assistance of
Messrs. Fhve'lle. Roberts, and San-
key, to msecure a very nice little col-
lection of opal specimens, which has
hg.-n- forwarded to Sir Alfred.—Ed.
“Q.”")
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THE OCAUSE OF CONSTIPATION.

most common cause of constipation
is a lack of exercise necessary to keep
the muscles of the bowely active. That
ia why oconstipation is often brought on
by too frequent use of purgatives. ‘They
act i performing the work of
the them, and so weaken
them that they will mot act without their
asdstanwe. Chamberhin's Tableta will
oure constipation because instead of doing
the work of the howels they gently stimu.
Iate them to voluntary action. ir fre-
quent wee will not injure the most Yelicate
person,®
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