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contained a singular orgunic product, first dis-
covered by Dr, Hohm'n?:. and called mhin
“kyanol” or ““aniline,” which possessed the pro-
perty of giving, with bleaching powder and cther
agents, & magnificent blue colour.  An interesting
fact bas been discovercd by Mr. James Yousg of
Glasgow—namely, that i coals were distilled at a
Jow temp the products obtained were diffe-
rent from those which were produced when conls
were distilled at o high tempemture.  One of the
most striking differences of results was, that in
phce of thennphthaline, n valuable lubrieatingagent
alled pnnﬂim;. a -ol”. n|ulnt:mcv, and ?’ :
tity of carburetted hydrogens, were also dis-
m, \'vylnicb, being free from smell, were valualle
for commercial purposes, and had received the
name of parafine oil ; or, as Dr. Lyon
yfir remarked, in his report of the Great Exhi-
bition of 1851, it was *“liquefiod coal gas.””  This
paraffine oil, when mixed with other oils, was now
west extensively emploved in the cotton mills
of Manchester amd the neighbourhood.  Solid
paffine was also obtained in the distillation of
peat, amd was employed for manufacturing eandles,
there being added to it about twenty ver cent. of
wax. These candles were remarkable for their
teansparency and the pureness of their flame,

—

LIXXEAN. — Nor, 214, — Thomas Bell,
President, in the ehair.,  William  Freeman
Daniell, M.D., and William Gourlie, Fsq., were

as Fellows, —Dr, Mackay, A LN, pre-

veted dried specimens of Bauksive prostrata,
Hakew windwlata, amd a cluster of the fruit of
Sabal Blackburaione, from the College Botanic
Garden, Dublin,  Mr, David Moore, AL.S.,
presented speciaens of the fruits of Laesonin
wolliseima, Disemma Herbertiana, Solanwm eili.
atew, and Bawksin marcescens, all from the Glas.
vevin Botanie Garden, Dublin,  Dr, W. T. T1iet,
F.LS., exhibited dried specimens of two remark-
able shrubby Compasitie {Buccheris aenistelloides,
and a species of Seaecio), transmitted from Pery
0 & German house, as valuahle pharmaceutical
smples, Mr. Brocus exhibited numerous speci-
mens of loaf-skelotons, prepared in such a manner
(by allowing portions of the leaf to remain in the
original state) us to present delineations of natural
objects, portraits, &e. The President announced
that Vol. XX, Pt. 8, of the “Transactions’ of the
Society, was now veady for distribution to the
Fellows, Rewd, the conclusionof Mr. Miers' *Obser-
vations on the Structure of the Seed, and peculiar
Farm of the Embryo in the Clusiacer.’ This paper
details the result of an investigation into the strue-
tureof the sced of the Clusince., Thefamilyisdivided
bythe author into three tribes, 1, the (Yisicer, where
humerous seeds exist in each cell of the fruit, all
fised horizontally by their bases to the persistent
axile column; 2, the Torvmiten ; and 3, the Gar
anier, having only a single large sood in each cell,
which s slways fixed to theaxileeolumn byits ventral
he secd of the (Tugice has three coverings,

a searlet floshy arillus, completely investing a crus.
tacoous tosta, withinwhich isa membransccons inner
Integument ; the testa is connected nt its base by
A small Biluni to the foot of the arillus, from which
Point a freo vasealar cord (the mphe) extends along
168 venteal face, beneath the arillus, to the summit
of the testa, where n distinet hole is xeen (the
diapyle), through which the raphe penctrates to
Verminate in the neck of the inner integument,
ve the latter is marked by avery distinct chalaza.
nucleus is oval, floshy, and wholly filling the
Qvity; near its summit it las & small nipple-
| prominence, while its main Tenly is =olid
ogencous, exhibiting in its axis a terete

whito partion, which extends from the apical pro-
to o shining speck at the base, Gaertnor

mganderd the main hody of this nueleus to be albu-
men, and the axile portion to be the embryo, all
ted into one solid mass,  Cambasides and
succeeding botanists, consideral the seed to be
ealbuminous, the apical protuberance to be the
*eperior radicle, aud the great body of the nucleus

to be two Ie:x cotyledons consolidated her,
the line of their junction being indicated by the
whitish axile portion. Mr. Miers bringsf: evi-
tdence to show that there hasbeen n complete m
thmlmoﬂhium::n,audlndemm he
fact that the apical protuberance hitherto considered
to be the radicle, consists of two minute cotyledons,
indieated by w distinet cleft which separates them ;
that the great bady of the nucleus is a gigantic in-
ferior radicle, and that the axile portion s its
caulicle, terminated at its apex by a minute s:umulo.
seen in the Lottom of the cotyledonary and
at the base by the shining speck theve always dis-
tinguishable.  In the Toromiter the sood is alwa
much larger, and enveloped in a searlet
arillus, whose fimbriated margins overlap
other along the dorsal face: the testa is much
thinner, with a large ventral hilum, whenee the
raphe, imbedded in its sub e, is spread out
into branching nervures : the nucleus is solid and
homogencous, resembling that of the (Yusien, only
that the apieal E;omlm-.um is wanting, and in its
place & small hollow is seen.  The seed of the
Gareiniew differs in no respect from that of the
Toromiten, except that its arillus is entire, very
pulpy, and generally sweet and edible, The
structure of the nue in both tribes has been
e lfl' o f;e;!‘o yl«l;; (uhin .
Clusiver) of two large floshy cot; i, with a
diminutive superior mlic{e, all eonjoined inm
solid body. Mr. Miers shows, on the Ve
that these presumed cotyledons are a monstrous
inferior na]iele. At first sight the cotyledonys
appear to be altogether wanting, but on examining
attentively & minute point is seen in the bottom
of the apical hollow, which under a strong lens
will be found to consist of four diminutive imbri-
cated scules, the two outer scales heing the coty-
ledong—~the inner ones the plumule.ngnm snch
is n corrvet view of its structure is proved Ly the
drawings of Roxbangh and Wight, who  give
figures of sewds of Nanthock yaies and Garcinia in o
state of genmination, where the plumule is seen

ascending in a long sprout, with the cotyledons fixed.

in the middle of the shoot, produced by the exten-
sion of the upper portion of the caulicle, while this
axile canliculir process, growing at the same time
from the basal speck, has extendod itself into a long
root. These facts, in the opinion of the author,
are conclusive in regard to the truth of his views,
and he proceeds to show that the seminal en.
velopes are really of the nature he describes,
because Dr. Asa Gray contends that in seaguolic
(a structure quite analogous to that of Clisin),
that the searlet fleshy envelope hitherto ulways
considered to be an” arillus, is the testa, and
that the hard crustaceous conting  hitherte re-
garded as the testa, is the or inner in-
tegument of the seed ; but Mr. Miers shows, from
the observations he made in Brazil, that Dr. ¢ iray
has overlooked the existence of a thind or inner-
most integument, the true tezmen with its apical
chalaza, and also of u free raphe ranning outside
the crustaceous shell, and inside the external en-
velope, from the lase to the sununit, where it
passes throngh the diapyle to lose itself in the
chalaza of the inner integument, thus proving be.

yond doubt that the outer coat is arillug, the crus- | ful

taceous shell is testa, and that the inner membrane
is the true tegmen, He enters into nany eonsi-
derations on the nature and origin of the arillus,
and in proof of the generally reecived opinion that
it is of extraneous production over original
coats of the ovule, he adduces the fact shown by
Cambasides that in the seed of Cosearia the de-
velopment of the arillus sometimes takes phace
when the ovale is abortive, demonstrating that
where the latter had ccased to grow the former at-
tained its full development, arising from an extra-
veous expansion of the funicalar or placentary
point of attachment of the ovule, author
egnelivles that the many facts adduced in this
memoir teml to bring the family of the Clusiveer
into closo proximity with the Rhizbolaes - for if
weeoneeive the caulicular extension which Separates
the cotyledons from the great boddy of the nuclens
in Caryuear to be suppressad, we have the exact

lntlna:;im. 'l:lnyh‘d
:‘holtlobd.ugth.:ﬂl into closer relation with
e Hypericacor
mmﬂnnfmh;:‘cnunum.

form of the en

fining the structure and

of a
family, the churneters of w have been hitherto
very imperfectly understood.
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

The ubiquitous Chinese are perhaps the most

numerous, h@}:‘g up their manners, customs, and

lmgug;.;:ae ltggdmhhh_vu l:::lhptht

of num ane r language * Lingua

“fumh'ofibe . Next come the descendants
t

phenomenon.,
mostly lost their inflections, and "
all moods, tenses, numbers, and persons.
noa vai, does for everything connected with going,
Adjectives too have been deprived of their feminine
lﬂfﬂlllll terminations, #o that the language is
reduced to a marvellous simplicity, and with the
admixture of a few Malay wonds hecomes mther
|ux::‘ag to one who has heard only the pure Lusi-
tanian,

L s
as in their speoch, preserve
tight ﬂtdnz:nl. istooat, and tn %, and the

A?min:bk Imud cravat; tkfo

nise a lhight et, or more frequen
mwrnnm:nly: the Maliys wear national
Jjacket and sawrong, with drawers; while the
C:'i:'ae ne\'rrb im'liq.. l:hi't il:niu from their na-
ti dress, w e m to im-
prove for a trq-hh climate, m regards



eomfort or The
trowsers, and neat white half shirt half-jacket, is
exactly what a dress should be in this Iatitude,

The town of Malacea is crowded along the side
of the little river, and consists of rarrow streets of
small houses, some devoted to shons, others to the
more  fanci ornamented  dwelli of the
Chinese, In suburbs are the houses of the
English, and other more civilized inhabitants, em-
bedded in groves of cocon nut, mangosteen, durinn,
rambutan, jack, mango, araca-nut, an.d many other
fruit trees, the never failing shade of whose varied
and boautiful foliage is as le as the fruits
themselves, the merits of which I cannot but think

have been far too ltigb:{nhd. Some small hills | chai

near the town are en occupied ax Chinese
graveyanls, many acres of ground being covered
with large horseshoe shaped tombs of solid masonry,
gencrally much and fantast wdorned  with
:hting, gilding, and earving, ~ Further in the
torior are extensive marshy flats cultivated ns
E:-ly-l-lnb, out of which low isolated hilly rise
islands.  Further on, again, these flats contract
into narrow valleys, winding about amidst low un-
gll:.do(-. Ttis then'i:leo“;;l'lllm that the
y villages are situated, o istinguishable
by the dense masses of aued fruit trees in
which their houses are buried, E: upot of
ground which is not nor has been cultivated is
covered with jungle.

In Malacea, a3 in Singapore, the Chinese do
everything, They build houses, they fetch wood
m'\vmfb’: they cul vt;unget'al»ln. y clea;lhc

ly laborious nding it in a huge
mortar, the nf:,l‘:iehhwuk«l by the
feot, they work the tin mines of the interior, and
the gold mines of Mount ir. They do every-
thing but manage horses. A Chinese groom is an

hlg-l-uibilily.
y first excursion was to a plaee called Gading,
thirteen miles from the town, where T had permis-
sion to reside in u house occupied by some Chinese
Christians  who are cultivating & gambir and
m« lyhnminn. The house was & mere huge
L T lived in it a fortnight, as, strange to ralate,
the Chinese (I trust hecause they were Christinns)
it clean. No in the tropies really
hese do.  They do not merely
. amd trench, and level ;

manuring, indeed, was the only thing I objected to,
ax the tank was a bucket kept standing for
convenience in & corner of the The

for liquid manure is such, that in the Chinese
a bucket often stands near the door for
M S, s g s e
with us, a floor o
whb.mkhm&.hwlkhnaldnm-mi-
collected,
I found men very

Hngl'h ired with quiu.;ind eitn"l‘::g
anyt ired with great wi ki ir
Memhmﬁu.nlinbbh and & few vege-
tables, with weak tea ad fiditum. They, however,
onta great deal, and four times a day. Malays,
on the contrary, take only two meals,
were several wines in the village
2 many thousand Chinese,
from beds of a quartzose sand in
flat valley beforo mentioned. It exists in
black grains (an oxide 9, and is separated
. This is done genemlly by hand, in
ooden basing, or sometimes by n stream
n o large wooden trough,  The smelting
th charcoal, in rude clay furnaces, bound
together with poles and rattan: the metal runs
to & hole at the bottom, and is ladled into
mould, forming an ingot of about 50lbs, weight,
and very pure,
A fortnight’s residence one of my Portu-
was scized with fever, and 1 wns
him to Malacen, whero the
ill, and then I ht the
a libera! wse of quinine, and

t the Malays, about
Vi mot& lwvill
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THE LITERARY GAZETTE, AND

VARIETIES,

The * Veatiges of Creation,"—** Mr.
wents his respectful compliments to the itorw:-f
the ‘Literary Gazette,' and solicits insertion, in
his first publication, of the enclosed statement
relative  to the authorship of the * Vestiges

of Creation,” from the *Dundee Advertiser.
** The following statement mmle by Mr. Page, at

the close of his lecture on Wednesday evening,
should, we think, set for ever at rest all ramours
andd reports relative to the muthorship of the * Ves.
tiges."  In returning the thanks of the meeting to
Mr, Page for his lectures, Mr. P. Anderson, the
rman, made allusion to the rumour, pretty
widely cireulated, that the lecturcr wis, in some
way or other, connceted with the anthorship of the
‘ Vestiges of Creation,'—remarking that those who
heaud had the wre of listening to Mr. Page's in-
teresting and instructive deseriptions, must at once

reeive that there was nothing in them at all

vouring the views taken Ly the author of the
* Vostiges;' but on the contrary, that the conclu-
sions arrived at had a very ditferent, and, as they
must all kave felt, n much more philosophieal and
satisfactory temlency.

*“ In noticing this allusion of the chairman, Me.
Page begzed to state most emphatically, and with-
out a shadow of reservation, that he was not as all,
or in any way, responsible for the facts or opinions
of the work in question, At the time the * Ve
tiges' waa published, he was engaged as one of the
lite and scientific collaborateurs of the Messrs,
Chambers: and it 20 happened that it was in circu-
lation for several woeks before b ol seen or read
a line of it, Tho first time he saw it was in the
hands of Mr. Wiliiam Chambers, who came into
his room one day with the remark, * Here was a
curious work making some sensation,” aml request-
ing that he (Mr, Page) would write n notice of it
for the *Journal' (‘Chambers” Edinburgh Journal,)
For this purpose Mr. P, took the work home, and
he had not read twenty pages of it when he clt
conviseed that it was J;o production of Mr, Robert
Chambers; and every additional line he read only
tended to establish that conviction, Some days
after, when asked for the review, he stated he
could not one for two reasons,—Ist, that
he did not think the work suited for notice iu the
Edinbugh Journal ; and, 2nd, because he bedieved
it to be the production of Mr. Robert Chambers,
Mr, William Chambers received this announce-
ment wish apparent surprise, but denied all
knowledge of the matter, and here the subject
dropped.  Some time after, however, and when the
work was being severely handled by the reviewers,
Mr. Robert Chambers alluded to the matter, affect-
ing ignorance and innocence of the aut
upon which My, Page remarked that all e could
say was, that i e seen the sheets before going
to press, he perhaps conld have prevented some of
the biunders on which the reviewers were founding so
much of their opposition and angument.  The con-
sequence of this remark ap tly was, that some
time after Mr. Hobert Chambers sent him the
proof sheets of the second or thinl edition of the
* Vestiges,” with the request that he would enter

Tl | on the wargin any corrections or suggestions that
occurred,

. This he did : and since then he had not
seen or read & wonl of the many editions through
which the work had passed, unless the preface to the
Tast illustrated edition, the tone and spirit of which
be would not vonture to characterise a3 he felt thoy
ought to be chamcterised and condemned. In
reading the proof-sheets alluded to, ke (Mr. Page)
Il done no smore than what many men were in
the habit of doing for others, and what he had him-
self more recently done for Dr. Anderson’s Course
of Urention”- —a work avowedly written to counter-
act the erronenus statements and injurious tendency
of the * Vestiges.” Such was the statement he had
to make ; and he had only further to remurk, that
hael the moral cournge of the author been equal to
his ability, or equal to the assiduity with which he
bald endesvoured to promulgate Lis doctrines, he
(Mr. Page) would have been spared this somewhat
painful and unpleasant explanation. Ile, himself,

had never written a line which he
avow, or entertained a sentiment bo way

afraid to utter; and it would have

mnoyugmm«linjurytoothnlns mnm
the *Vestiges' proceeded upon the same mayip,
He had now, so far as he was concerned, made 5

clean breast of it : and if merit was n
e teamarits b Va8, b igh e
—if ¢ rit, t e would, at

t shoulders, b

* Gilmore-place, Edinburgh, 28th Nov, 31854

Tuitial Hononrs,—* People have a sort of naty.
ml proneness to imitate Dr. Pangloss, nnd, ke
him, to cxceedinqlldy rejoice in the possession of
literary and scientific appendages to their Nalnes,
It is not my to question or to criticise this
fecling, for surely it is fair and perhaps Tadshd,
enough for those who have acquired such distise.
tions by merit, or even by u::clmcemml_r. 0 war
them in any way they think proper, T weal,
however, reeall your attention to the faet (which [
perceive has been before pointed out to you, by 5
correspondent o fow weeks ago) that umenss
persong who have no title whatever to clabm fellos.
lhldb with the learmed societies, ave neverthees
daily in the halit of advertising their names in
various ways, either with the initials F.84,
nl:pmled thereto, or some other alphabetical con.
binations representing other societios, One el
resulting from this state of things has just beey
exemplified to me in so practical a manner, that |
venture to revive the subject with your perssisson
in your columns, hoping that some course
suggest itself whereby societies prejudiced by:
procecdings may bo enabled to * put down” il feture
pretenders, A prospectus las been placed befure
me by o friend, with the inquiry whether a peran
whose name appears therein, with the initisk of
the Society of Antiqunries strikingly annexed, wis
really a Fellow of so time-honoured and respectably
& body,  The inquiry amd doubt at the same thse
expressed was very natural, for the name was that
of an individual whom we both knew to be indf.
ferently honest,” and not a very desirable Fellow of
any society, Ar wwno disec onnes seemed to
iteedf to my friend’s mind, and for the tine | f
humiliated in having so disreputable an sssociate,
and resolved to =u s any future sdmission &
m{ friends of my title to the use of the eabaliste
initials F.S. A, It was, however, o relief to ny
mind subsequently to learn from our Secretary
m the individual in question is nof & Fellow of the

Society,

1 co’uld nultiply instances to show the indires
injuries inflicted on the leamed societics by the
unprincipled conduct of such unworthy pretenden,
but the t upon your time and space warss
me that the above must, for the present, suffice.

December 12th, 1854, FNS

Auerican view of Edwcation in England ~The
popular opinion of education in England is very
much in crror, ' We have all of us been too agt
tuke for granted the statements that have been pit
forth 18 to her gross deficiencies in educationl
means.  Not that she is anything like perfectin
her system of national education ; or thatit is ade
quate to the increasing necessities of her teemipg
E:lmlnuon : but, when we look closely into it, we

(l that she Las educationn] resources to an extat
which she has never had full eredit for, and tht
there are public provisions for still greater edun:
tional effurts, to a degree and of n variety of whid
a stranger has little conception,  Properly speakitg.
there is no national system at all in operation &
England; but yet her schaols of all kinde s
almost a8 numerous, and many of them quite ¥
efficient, as though there were; and the pulde
money, as well as the private bounty, is tlmL)
supplicd for this important purpose in all its e *
fications,— Nortoa's Literary Gazette,

TO CORRESPONDENTS,
F. 5. A, has been received. R, DD, in our miste
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