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 while we must admit the very Creat importance of the information we have
 received from these papers, we cannot but contrast the knowledge which we
 now possess with that which we enjoyed before this expedition went forth.

 Gourteenth Meettng, J?ne 27th, 1859.

 THE EARL OF RIPON, PRES1DENT, in the Chair.

 PRESENTATIONS.-S. W. Silver and! Christian IIellmcmn, Esqrs., were

 presented upon their etection.

 ELECTIONS. The Ectrl of Airlie; Major EEenry Cracroft; the Earl of

 Elyi; Captain Philip I). Margesson, R.A.; the IIon. Robert Marsham;

 the lUuhe of Xewcastle; Sir Zercutes G. R. Robinson ((Sovernsr of Hong

 Kony); and George BarcEay; Frederick W. Bigge; EI. A?hstin Bruce, M.P.;

 R. A. Oshorn Scllyell (Consul at Erzerum); George EI.Fitzroy; Williczm

 Fryer; Charles P. Grenfell, M.P.; W. Vernon Harcourt; cznd William

 h>. Smith, Esqrs.; were elected Fellows.

 EXHIBITIONS. Several drawings and photo-lithographs illustrating

 the scenery and physical geography of the highest parts of the

 Himalayas, by the Messrs. Schlagintweit; and a Mechanical and

 Magnetic Compass, invented by Mr. N. D. Maillard, were exhibited.

 ACCESSIONS. Sir John Rennie's work on the ' Plymouth Break-

 water,' presented by the author; Humboldt's ' Travels," Cosmos,'

 and ' Aspects of Nature, etc.,' presented by H. G. Bohn, Esq., F.R.G.S.;

 Dr. Lange's Map of the Mediterranean, and Stanford's Library Map

 of Australasia, were among the late accessions to the Library and

 Map Rooms.

 The Papers read nvere-

 1. ffiotes on a Voyage to lVew Guinea. BY ALFRED R. WALLACE, Esq.,
 F.R.G.S.

 THERE is only one place in New Guinea where the natives have

 become accustomed to the presence of European and Mohammedan

 traders. This place is Dorey, and it was there that Mr. AVallace has

 been residing for three months. He describes the whole northern

 peninsula of New Guinea as exceedingly rugged and mountainous.

 A continued succession of jagged and angular ranges stretches away

 far into the interior; while an unvarying forest of somewhat stunted

 appearance spreads over the whole country. He considers there are

 absolutely no other inhabitants than Papuans in the main island.

 During Mr. Wallace's stay at Dorey there was almost continual
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 rain or drizzle. When these were absent there was often a dull
 haziness in the air, very different frorn our usual notions of the sun-
 shine of the tropies. The last month of his stay was nominally in
 the dry season, but the rain-fall was in reality inereased. The winds
 also were abnormal. Aeeording to theory, he would have gone to
 the island in the west rnonsoon and returned in the east; but, each
 way, the winds were eontrary, and interspersed with dead calms.
 Dorey is not a good station for starting on exeursions into the
 i-nterior. It is also very unhealthy: Mr. Wallaee and his servants
 suSered eonstantly from fever and dysentery, and one of them died.
 The Duteh Government has taUken possession of New Guinea up to
 141? E. long. from Greenwieh. An aetive and exclusive trade is
 earried on between that eoast and the Moluceas, under their flag.
 The beautiful series of maps of the Duteh possessions in the East, by
 Baron Melville von CaUrnbee, are partieularly remarked by Mr.
 Wallaee. A Duteh steamer was surveying the eoast of ATew Guinea
 while Mr. Wallaee was there, in seareh of a good plaee for a settle-
 rnent. He understood that Dorey would, probably, be preferred on
 aeeount of its harbour and naval position, though in other respeets
 unsuitable.

 MR. J. CRAWFUTRV, F.R G.S. I have never visited the islatld of New
 Guinea, but I have paid much attention to the subject, and ought to know
 something about it. lt is a nlonster island, and, although beyotad doubt God
 created nothinC in vain, it appears to our narrow view that Ne+r Guinea was
 created for no earthly good purpose. It is nearly twice the size of the United
 Kingdom, is universally covered with forest, and inhabited throughout by a
 peculiar negro race a race which commences at that island and estends all
 the way to New Caledonia and thence up to the Fiji Grollp, where it ceases
 This race strongly resembles the African nettro, bllt still it is not the African
 negro: it diSers very materially from it. It has the general African features
 but the hair, especially in its texture, differs in a very singular manner. In-
 stead of beina woolly, like the head of the ordinary African, it gros in tufts so
 long that it stretches out to an enormous extent-two or three feet right across

 a circumstallce which has obtained for the Papuans the name of " mop-headed
 Indians." Everywhere this race i8 intellectllally inferior to the brown-com-
 I)lexioned people, as I am afraid it must be said of the negroes of Africa, that they
 are inferior to all the fairer people in their neiuhbourhood, even those on the
 continent of Africa itself. A remarkable example of this inferiority is given ill
 Vorey Harbour and a considerable part of the coast in its neicJhbourhood. The
 people are subject to the government of a very smal! island, a mere rock in the
 sea the island of 'l'ernate, containing a comparatively active and industriolls
 population of the Malay race, who, in consequence, have been put in early
 possession of sonae wealth and power, and been enabled to conquer and
 hold in subjection a considerable portion of the population of New Guinea.
 'l'he irlhabitants of New Guinea are in a very low social condition, in-
 ferior, indeed, to that of any other people that I knosr of, except perhaps
 the inhabitants of the Andaman Islantls. New Guinea t)roduces some rery
 remarkable objects. It produces the true aromatic nutmet, some very
 sinaular birds, and, amont, these, the Birds of Paradise, which are peculial
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 to that country, and which seem to be good for nothing except to produce
 fine feathers to adorn European ladies and Chinese mandarins. l'here are
 ten or twelve diSerent species of this beautiful bird, which, after all, is
 but a kind of crow. The island also produces a monster pigeon, almost as
 big as a turkey a most beautiful bird, of which there are, I believe, two
 species. Living specimens of these are to be seen in the Zooloqical Gardens.
 Darnpier gave an exceedin;,ly good description of New Guinea about 170
 years aao.

 DR. G. KINKEL, F.R.G.S. I should not address this meeting if there were any
 gentlemen present who had visited New Guinea, but since it is a country
 which we know almost exclusively from books, I may be allowed to say a few
 words on some new points in the report before the meeting. The first point
 is - and I think it is an entirely new one-that there is only one race of
 eople in this island. We have been accustomed to believe that there were

 two different races: a Malay race in the interior, and a black race skirtinffl the
 coasts. This relation of the two races would indeed make the island an exceptio
 to all maritime countries in that quarter of the world. It appears, however
 from the paper of Mr. Wallace, that there is in the interior an aariculturai
 lace, whose dwellincr-places woul(l seem to be somewhat diSerent in construc-
 tion from the huts of the olltlyina tribes along the coast, who bear the especial
 name of Arfaki; and althouah Mr. Wallace does not enter fully into the
 subject, it yet appears that this theory of two races one black, a trading
 class, and another more agric-.lltural, in the interior is not entirely exploded
 by his observations. The second point seems to me to be of some importance:
 it is that this island is not favoured with the clear tropical sunshine which we
 znight expect. The very height of the mountains of New Guinea, which in some
 llarts near the coast attain an altitude of 9500 feet, must, in a warm
 climate, and in the midst of a really steaming ocean, of necessity cause
 heavy rains * still more the amount of veaetation in this large and wonderful
 island, althouah stunted in its growth, must of necessity produce a vast
 amount of prf3cipitation. The great point, however, to which I would call
 attention is the irregularity of the monsoons mentioned by Mr. Wallace,
 which, I think, is very important to navigators. This irregularity is not diffi-
 ctllt to explaitl. New Guinea lies at the outskirts of the Indian monsoons-
 the monsoons are produced, as every wind upon the globe is, by the heating of
 certain parts of the great continents. The enormous heating in the central
 T arts of Asia durinC our summer causes a stream of air from cooler and more
 southern latitudes to flow over them, producinC the south-west monsoon * and
 the north-east monsoon is attracted in the same way by the great heating of
 Southern Africa in the contrary season * consequently, these eastern islands
 like New Guinea, can only be considered as lying on the outskirts of the mon-
 soons, and the absence of great continents around them will account for the
 t reater irregularity of their periodical winds. The ilzfluence of the monsoons by
 this different heating; of great continents is no loIlger powerful enough to keep
 off a current of cooler air from the ocean in these parts. This, I believe
 will explain Mr. Wallace5s observation, which, as I said, is of very great im-
 portance to navigation. As to the discovery of New Guinea, the Dutch cer-
 tainly are the principal investi(yators of this island. They were the first to
 discover the existence of a narrow channel between the small island to the
 south-west, called "Prince Frederick Island," and the main land. 'l'hey
 were also the first discoverers of the great bay, and, finding a quantity of
 yellowfinches there, they called it " Geelvink," or " Yellow Finches' Bav ," a
 name that has been given to it since in all our charts. The Dutch claim half
 the islalld up to the meridian of 141?, and it is under their flag and from their
 dominions in Dutch India that the prillcipal trade is carried OI1 in these
 islands. And as we owe to them almost all we know about tllis island, it
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 seems but fair that they should obtain the credit and also the profit (if there
 be a profit, which I much doubt) of its possession.

 MR. CRAWFURD. -I should like to say a few words in reply to the gentleman
 who has just spoken. Perhaps he is not aware that there are two distinct
 classes of monsoons. l'he south-east monsoon axld the nolth-west monsoon
 which blow to the south of the equator, are totally different from the monsoons
 with which we are better acquainted, namely, the north-east or monsoon of
 the winter solstice, and the south-west or monsooIl of the summer solstice.
 The first are the monsoons that prevail in New Guinea, arld I believe that they
 are perfectly regular: there is no irre(rularity at all that I have hearci of, any
 more than in those which prevail north of the equator. With respect to an
 agrxcultural people inhabitinffl New (Suillea, I have never heard of them or of
 any kincl of aoliculture beyond the poor one described by Mr. Wallace. I
 believe no africultural people to exist in the island, and that its inhabitants
 throuChout are rank barbarians and savages. Dr. Kinkel must not suppose
 that New Guinea is the only isld inhabited by negroes: there ale several
 others exclusovely inhabited by this race. New (Saledonia, for example is
 entirely inhabited by a robust race of negroes; New lreland is inhabited soiely
 by them. With respect to the discoveries of the Dutch, I ought to mention
 th.lt they have in recent times made very considerable ones. The original
 discoverers of Nesv Guinea, however, were not the Dutch: the island Btas dis-
 covered neally 100 years before the Dutch had even made their appearance in
 India. The orit,inal discoverers were the Portuguese, and a very coIlsiderable
 ortion of the island was after them discovered by our own truly illustrious

 countryman Dampier. The more modern discoverers are certainly the Dutch @
 they made three distinct voyaaes to that country. lthey discovered Prince
 Frederick Island, which had previously been supposed to be a headland. Cl'heir
 first voyat,e was made, I think, in 1828, and their last in 1835, when they
 attempted to folm a settlement; but they found the country so unhealth-y, so
 rude, and so sterile, that they were obliged to give up the settlement. With
 respect to their clairn to half the island, the Dutch are perfectly welcome to every
 inch of it. No Englishman would dispute it with them or think of forminC a
 settlement in a land so unpromisin: 1 wish the Dutch well, and therefore I
 mrish them safe away from New Guinea.

 MR. T. SAUNDERS. CL'he discussion havint, been directed to New Guinea at
 large, I think allusion should be made to the recent discov-ery on this island of
 the great river Rechussen or Ambernoh enterinC the sea by an immense deltcli(l
 I110Uth Qn the north-east of Geelvink Bay, nor in speaking of recent discoveries
 outht we to fort,et the share the Entrlish have had in them towards the south-
 east, where nlountains, risina in sonle cases more than 13,000 feet above the
 sea, have been measured in altittlde by our onvn na.utical surveyors.

 It n:lay be added that the north coast of New Guinea was not lonC since
 (samined by Sir Edward Belcher, in H.M.S. Samarang, and the present
 Curator of the Society, Mr. George, was in chalEe of the observatory. The
 prosinlity of New Guinea to Northern Australia, and the extension of the
 Austlalian settlements in that direction, may also be alluded to as a probable
 means of increasinC our knowledge of the unknown interior of New Guinea

 The PETESIDEXT.-In proposin, a vote of thanks to Mr. Wallace for his very
 interesting Paper, I would only say that I think the glimpse which we have
 had of the geography and natural features of New Guinea must leave an im-
 pression upon our minds that it is very desirable to have more information in
 reference to that island; and I venture to express a hope that Mr. Wallace
 will renew his explorations in that country, and may be able to favour us at
 some future period with further information respectiIlg it.

This content downloaded from 
������������116.88.186.205 on Sun, 14 Jun 2026 09:48:50 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	image 1
	image 2
	image 3
	image 4

	Issue Table of Contents
	Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society of London, Vol. 3, No. 6, 1858 - 1859
	Volume Information [pp.  399 - 413]
	Thirteenth Meeting, June 13th, 1859 [pp.  347 - 348]
	Explorations in Eastern Africa [pp.  348 - 358]
	Notes on a Voyage to New Guinea [pp.  358 - 361]
	Remarks on Portuguese Journeys in Central Africa [pp.  362 - 363]
	Notes on the Island of St. Helena; To Accompany His New Map of That Island [pp.  363 - 364]
	Travels in Siam and Cambodia [pp.  365 - 368]
	Additional Notices
	Geognostic Sketch of the Western Portion of Timor [pp.  368 - 369]
	Journey in Asia Minor [pp.  370 - 372]
	Sudden Rise of the Sea at Heligoland [pp.  372 - 373]
	Journey from Origstadt to Delagoa Bay, &c. [pp.  373 - 375]
	Abstract of Notes on the Limpopo [p.  375]
	On Chinese Notices of Their Own Great Rivers [pp.  375 - 376]
	Account of a Visit to the King of Búr Sin, 64 Miles to the North of the Gambia [pp.  377 - 379]
	Notes on an Expedition down the Western Coast of Africa to the "Bijuga Islands," and the Recently Discovered River Kittafiny [pp.  379 - 385]
	Asie Mineure: Description Physique, Statistique, et Archéologique de cette Contrée [pp.  385 - 386]
	The Indus and Its Provinces: Their Political Importance Considered in Connexion with Improved Means of Communication [pp.  386 - 387]
	Esquisse Géographique du Bassin de la Mer d'Aral, &c. Lue à la Société de Géographie de Paris [pp.  387 - 389]
	Die Erdkunde von Asien von Carl Ritter. Vol. IX. Part I [p.  389]
	Vespuce et son Premier Voyage [pp.  389 - 390]
	Notes on Ghilan [pp.  390 - 395]
	Remarks on the Undulatory Motion of the Sea and Its Currents [pp.  395 - 398]






