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and, therefore, all species which do not exist in the Leyden
Museum and which inhabit the Malay Archipelago, Northern
Borneo, the Philippine Islands, Eastern New Guinea, and the
islands extending thence to the Solomon Islands do not find a
place in his works, although they undoubtedly form a part of
the fauna of the Malay Archipelago. In the next place, I
possess an extensive collection of this group formed by myself,
comprising seventy-two out of the eighty-seven known species, and
containing fine series of many of the species accurately labelled
with locality and sex, with notes of the colours of the soft parts,
which information I desire to make known in a connected form.
Lastly, I differ in many points from both Prof. Schlegel and Dr.
Kaup, and wish to explain the reasons why I differ from such
eminent men.

With the exception that Vultures are entirely absent, birds of
prey are tolerably plentiful in the Archipelago, the total number
of species being greater than those of India as restricted by Dr.
Jerdon. This large number seems to be chiefly due to the break-
ing-up of the district into a vast number of islands, most of which
were separated at a more remote epoch than that of the origin of
many existing species, while some date from a high geological
antiquity. Closely allied representative species, therefore, abound
and swell the total amount, although in any one island or locality
the number to be obtained is very small. The average number
of Falconide found in an island is ten, of Strigide three. Java
contains the largest number, possessing seventeen Hawks and
eight Owls; Celebes comes next, with the same number of
Hawks, but only five Owls; whereas in many districts of India,
equal in extent to one of these islands, double this number of
species would probably be obtained. In Ceylon Mr. Layard
obtained twenty-three Hawks and seven Owls.

Of the subfamilies, the true Hawks (Aecipitrine) are the
most abundant, numbering ecighteen species; next come the
Eagles (Aquiline) with sixteen species, the Kites (Milvine) with
ten species, the Falcons (Falconine) with six species, and the
Buzzards and Harriers (Buteonine) three species. Taking the
groups of islands, the number of species diminishes pretty regu-
larly from west to east. The Indo-Malay group (Malacca,
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Sumatra, Java, and Borneo) has thirty-eight species, the Phi-
lippines (no doubt imperfectly explored) ten, the Celebes group
twenty-five, Moluccan group twenty-five, Timor group sixteen,
Papuan group fourteen. Yet, owing to the larger number of
islands, and the richness of Celebes as compared with the
Philippines, the Austro-Malayan Region, on the east, possesses
more species than the Indo-Malayan Region on the west, the
former having fifty-eight, the latter forty-four species. The
greater power of flight and more roaming habits of the diurnal
as compared with the nocturnal birds of prey is well indicated
by the fact that, while fourteen Falconide are common to the
Indian and Australian regions of the Archipelago, only a single
Owl has the same range—which is very suggestive of the
natural character of these divisions. But few of the genera
have a limited range. Hieraz is strictly confined to the Indian
region, and Spizaetus, Polioaetus, and Spilornis only pass beyond
it into Celebes. This island exhibits its usual characteristic of
a number of peculiar species, having (with the Sula Islands)
eleven out of twenty-five which are found in no other island, an
unusually large number in this wide-roaming group of birds. It
also seems to have some power of conferring on its species a
peculiar facies, similar to that which I have already noticed as
occurring among the Papilionide (Trans. Linn. Soe. xxv.
pp- 1-71). The Celebes varieties of Pernis cristatus and
Spizaetus lanceolatus ave coloured exactly alike, with a brown
spotted band across the breast; and there is a similar style
of coloration in Spilornis rufipectus and S. sulaensts, as well as
in Baza magnirostris—all species peculiar to the Celebes group.
Truly this island is a mystery hard to be understood—one of
Nature’s best riddles, which no man can find out !

The classification of the Birds of Prey is so difficult that
hardly two authors entirely agree upon it. As regards eastern
genera, I think Dr. Jerdon, in his ‘ Birds of India,” has given
the most natural arrangement ; and I mainly follow him in the
Falconide. It appears to me very unnatural to break up the
large and powerful Eagles of the genera Circaetus, Spilornis, and
Spizaétus among the Buzzards and Hawks, as is done by
Bonaparte and Prof. Schlegel, because we thercby destroy. the
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becoming longer as they approach the middle. In 4. ery-
thrauchen, on the other hand, the fwo outer tail-feathers on each
side are decidedly longer than those which follow them, agreeing
in this respect with A. rkodogaster. 1 may here mention that
in correcting the erroneous measurement of the wing originally
printed I merely noticed the palpable error of fwo inches ; there
is, however, a smaller error of a quarter of an inch in the same
direction, the actual length of the wings of my type specimen of
A. erythrauchen being 6:583 in., while those of A. rubricollis are
8:25 in.  The distinct form of tail will, I presume, be admitted
by Dr. Kaup to be proof positive of the specific distinctness of
these birds. Schlegel’s figures in the work quoted are of small
size, but they seem to indicate the difference now pointed out.
They also show the same difference of colour as in my specimens,
the male (fig. 3) having the breast and belly entirely rufous as
well as the smaller female (fig. 1), like my type of A. erythrauchen,
while the large female (fig. 2) has the breast and belly ashy as
in my type of A.rubricollis. 1am notaware that such a marked
sexual difference of colour, as this would be, exists among the
Hawks. My specimen from Morty Island is a very young bird,
but it seems to belong to this species.

(Erythrospiza, Kaup.)

5. Accreiter TrRiNoratus, Bp., Consp. Av. i. p. 33 ; Nisus
trinotatus, Schleg., Mus. P.-B. Astures, p. 45; Valkv. Nederl.
Ind. pl. xix. fig. 1-3.

Bill and cere above the nostrils black; cheeks and orbits
orange-yellow ; feet deep orange-yellow ; iris chrome-yellow.

Hab. Celebes (Macassar and Menado) (Wall.).

This is one of the most beautiful Hawks in the East, the con-
spicuous white spots on the tail being displayed during flight.

6. Accrriter 106aster (S. Mill.); Faleo iogaster, Miill.,
Verh. Nederl. Overz. Land- en Volkenk. p. 110; Hombr. &
Jacq., Voy. au Pole Sud, pl. ii.; Nisus iogaster, Schleg., Mus.
P.-B. Astures, p. 43, Valkv. Nederl. Ind. pl. xvii.

Bill black ; iris deep orange-yellow; cere, eyelids, and feet
orange.

Hab. Ceram, Amboyna (Wall.).
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