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ZETETIC,

THE “BEDFORD LEVEL" EXPERIMENTS.

To the Editor of the Zeiztic,

Sir,—I beg to protest agninst the zross mis-statements
which appear in your first number, aand to vhich attention
is speciaily alled as being ““a carefully prepared statement
of facts 7 about the Scientific Wager.

Ts is #of irue, as therein stated, thab it was “af 42 sug-
gestion of Mr. Wallace” that the Bedford Canal was chosen
as the place of axperiment Isnggs%t.,d Dala Lake, as may
be seen in my frst letter published by Mr. Hampden. He
then surgested the Bedfoed Canal, in a .Ltter still in wy
poszession, nd { iccepted that sugzestion.

Azain i s staced that Me. Wailace expressed his opinion
thas *“a good signal ab each end, and one Lhe same beight
in the centre, would answer every mrpuse This is put
in inverted commas as a quotation, but it is a gaotation not
from me, 3at from Mr. Carpenter’s © Water not Conves,”
0. 10 vet this “carefuily prepared statements of facts”
neither gives zn» source of this quotation, aor adds that
the proposal was ““agreed ‘o u/ldﬂ’u!”?lu/y”—'WDmh ia to be
founad in the very aext line!

Still worse than this, is the assertion that Mr. Walsh
decided that “taking into consideration the lheory o ‘he
Farth’s rotundity,” Mr. Wallace was entitled to the stakes.
What is this a quotation from? It represents Mz. Waish
as e;preui“ = a foregone conclusion founded on f3eory, nct
a decision fonnded on evidence, Itisa gross misstatement
and a libel, nad ualess you uamreservedly witharaw this
“statement ” in your next issue as an erroncous and uifair
statement of facts, and give in its place 2 strictly accurate
ane, with no sham quotations, but with referances to
aathorities, and Mr. Walsl’s decision in his owa words,
1 must decline to make any further communicaticn to
what, will, in that case, be stamped as an unfair and pre-
judiced periodical.

Arrszp R. TWALLACE.

T‘"P facs of the propnsed disenssion b heng now inally abandoned
¥ v for comment upon the
ox \L.

« spistle.  Bus for she s Wallace, and fur
Lhat o. sur readers. we szail orfer a
space, we are compelied 5o deter, int

and prejudiced perivdical."—Ed. Zetetic.

“aexy issue of our ' unfwr

THE EARTH A PLAXNE.
(OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.)

In reply to the argument which the ELU[‘E"L"‘"(D(‘E
of the marine horizon Pragents o us, it has been

arged (1). Since the fall of eightinches! for the drst
mile, and eight inches multiplied by the s square of
the distanee for every succeeding mile, exist in
spery direciion around the obsenel, it is utterly
1_np«\s iele for one pa*'t of the horizen to be higher
shan another, , It is quire true thas ihi; 1e

pression of one p‘m of the herizonral line ©

the other does exisi, out it 1s too minute, in cum-
parison with the distance observed, to be taken in
by the naked eye. These two plms are 30 Jali
faily consistent, that they recall to our mind »
well-known instance of the 'cuteness of lankec

sply. which, from wans of

T e———
¢ attormeyship.” It is re ’err*ed that a Texae ta
yer hamung to defend a cliens I an action broa -
by the amnmf to recover hhe value of 4 h@%&?"
whick had been lent to the defendant, whe ; ‘e

parably damaged it, set np the three follows
ple‘l; o hlb detence : :—1, M7 client never had th
ketme, , It was entirely »vhu,e when he gent 2
ack azain. 3, The damage was »W&an]:
bOI‘"Och it. *
(1.) In regard to the first ob}echon,wg

b_etore vc_mmq}m_ng it, remove an errsaedny fm' -
lon wulr‘h \t i3 calenlated to comvey,
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I

T8 1 pm’
18 gk
if the earth were a globe, 1 wmﬁ;j Vet
u:allv apeq.mmz, be {mpo: ible & for cne pars
ve, [ reluilon s, herthan 3?1*3%@,;
ecaase all parts are Jq"ml stant from the sentys
Bus in our a,rcrument the words “hpﬁe, " and
“loswser " are ased in relution to the o observer, an,%
sheretire the wmam i3 oo cphc'wle Cn: agla
2versy part 1‘5 an ““are of a eircle;” the hcmzfm%
line, vz such a suppositon, is 2 part; and’ thiery.
fore :tbe horizontal line mnst form amapei.
whica it dcesn't. Let anyore fake an
globe, aznd select any spot as she position o‘
let him mark this by i m:.em.nga {
to coineide with the ! immediate radius of the globey,
and ke will find that the sarface of the ]a;ﬁger ‘j?;}fs
away ' both to the righs and fo tae left of i Bas
as this appearance is never presenred {o an gh.
server on earth, it necessarily fhilows ﬁhat s
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amoant of convexity exists, and sherefore that e

Famh is, what it appears to be, a ot
£
7

TS rcu.a.rplv,na.
The second objection, prev w*t:a}ynamtm,
nally fallacicus, but pos sesses 3 greatir. de.
sree of ')Llﬂblbl_].ltv 15 is admitted thatahe ingline
and decline, referred to, do exist. bat it is &sserted
thar they are too small to be appreciable. A dis
tance of twenty miles, it a.l’d sach a.scanbe
seen over a straight edge, cr string, of, say, 128,
in lenzth, when erected on the beach ,=1,267 200
inches, But 06ft. 3in., the amount of decline ex-
isting in either dx'cct rnn from the centreof the
distance referred to==300 inches only ! “ Thabis,
we be asked to show the existence of 13 mcn
: ctunee of 15234 inches, which is absm‘d"'
is is all very well in -, but it 18 con-
dictery of dewonsirated fruth | for, by, refor.
ty a werk by Mr. Mayhew, we find: thet
¢n an object is removed from the exe 3600
its own diameter, it will only be just’ dis-
tingnishable; consequently, the greatest distance
atwhich we can behold axn dhjeeniike a shilling, of
an inch in diameter, i3 S50 inches, or 250 fes
Put what is the smallesi diameter of the eonve*’
body of water referrad to '? Why, 666 8in..
Conzequently, it would be visible J.tr &dlfﬁ&s"-ﬂ‘

*Iiisa uemon r:ned traih nom "“Pmam.ﬂ tnﬂ a. s’n"{h o
i L nnt andy, bat ¢ the. porizuautel
n all parta rxr‘ Wn. world, ! ﬂ
% this nojection Aﬁ"-uwed,

i3

uce. Hence, in whatevar

¥ bevomes apparens.




