88

Sxrr. 22, 1876.

— L At e L e L —

rootn, entirely ont of reach of the child, whose hands aud
feet T was watching closely, A dozen times bave I tested the
phenowens in every way that the ingenuity of sceptical
friends could snggest, and the result was that I could come
to nw ather conclusion but ihat the soumls were real oljectice
raps, displaying intellizence, and yet certainly not produced
by any visible eanse. I have often had the sounds occurring
on a small table, above and bLelow the surface of which my
liands were placed, and have felt the jarring of the taps on
that part of the table enclosed between my hands,

I hiave taken sceptical friends to witness these phienomenn,
anil their testimony agrees with mine. It must be borne in
mimld that the enditions of the experiment are singularly
unfavourable either for frawl or hallueination.  To avoild
the possibility of the former I have held the hands and fect
of the child, and still obtained the knockings ; they have
occurred on the lawn, on an wbrella, far removed from the
possibility of deception by servants.  Then, again, the im-
pressions made on the senses by the bright sunlight, con-
versation, aml movement, were perpcluu?ly correcting any
temdency to fall into n state of reverie, even had 1 not
fpecially guarded miyself against this danger, 1 can give
no explanation of the occurrence, but it is a curious fuct
that chsu manilestations, alter rising to a maximum, in the
case of this child, gradually faded away, and now have
eutirely censed. Al that can be said concerning the child
is that her health is slronger now than when subject to this
curious malady.  Were it imposture on her part, she wounld
b: more likely now to produce these manifestations, as the
interest of frieads having been excited, temptations to
deceit throngh desire for notoriely are stronger now than
during the time of my investigation, when scarcely any one
outside her family circle knew of the facts, 1 think it 15 my
duty to put on record the fucts 1 have narmated.  Within the
Jast month I have had the opportunity of examining another
so-called medium, who also obtains physical action, such as
writing on a slate ut a distance from hiw, or under such
circumstances that the most careful examination could not
detect impostare.

Is it not possible that there may Le some foundation for
the stories of cccasional supernatural irruptions into the
present visible upiverse? 1 do not here refer to the great
wysteries of religion, but to the numberlcss cases which
float in families wherever you go; many, no doubt, are sheer

hallucination, but still a formidable residue exists that |

canuot be so explained.  The manly, straightforwanl course
seems to be to appeint a committee to iuquire into the
matter leisurely and systematically, and not to allow thou-
souds of people to be deluded by the matter, if » scientific
explanation s pessible. Dr. Carpenter, it is true, has
expressed the reason for the rejection of these plienomena
by scientific meu in the following words :—*¢ If either our
own senses or the testimony of others inform us of some-
thing that is entirely inconsistent with inherent possibility,
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we refuse 1o accept the information, fecling assured thata -

fallacy must lurk somewhere” (p. G31). Let us test this

reasoning by a supposition.

could perceive objects & mile distant, this would be in-
Lierently impossible to everyone but himself, but not neces-
sarily untrue because of this.  Again, suppose no meteorites
Liadd ever fullen to the earth’s surface till Hnst year, and some

one or more were to assert that such a fall had then oe- i}

curred ; this would be inherently impossible, but in time
would be accepted by the mulliplication of testimony of

Suppose the sense of sight was |
given to only one iudividual, and he were to assert that ke '}

gimilar falls. Now, a3 regards the extraordinary pheno- |

mena that 1 have just described, testimony to their reality is
nuultil;b-ing so rapidly that those who have never witnessed
the phenomena will find il extremely difficult to withhold
their beliel that there is a foundation for this abundant and
conscutaneous testimony,

Nevertheless, Dr. Carpenter assures us that ¢ every one
who accepts as facts merely on the evidence of his own
senses, or on the testimony of others what common senso
tells Lim to be much more probably the fiction of his own

imaginnlior&, even though confirmed by the testimony of |

hundreds affected with the same epidemic delusion, must be
regurded o8 the subject of a diluted insanity."  This is
certainly the most astoundivg reasoning. ¢ Common

B

rense” 38 seb up as (he tribmnal befire which every fuct must
pass muster beloro it ean be aceepted. 1L so happens that
onr knowledze of moleenlar physies is more wlvanced than
mwental physics, aud so— thanks o Mr. Johnstone Stoney—
the radiomeler has reevived wsolution, whilst these kuock-
ings lmve not; bt is onr ignoranee, the limited range of
experience that we call conmmon sense, to he set up as n
reason for rejecting everything that transcends onr experi-
ence? Dr. Carpentur replies ““certainly,” wud thus closes tho
door upnn every new fack that common sense may rejecls
DBut Jet ns be earclul lest in o too hasty rejection of pheno-
mena that scem ineredible and juexplicable, nceording to
received opinions, we arc not laying ourselves open to that
same spirit of bigotry that persccuted Galileo,  Surely tho
motto of every man of scicnee onght to be found in Siv
Joln Hersehel’s words, ““The uatural  plilosopher  should
believe all things not improbable ; hope all things not im-
possible.”

THE BRITISIE ASSOCIATION AT GLASGOW,

Tur following i= a full and special report of e discnssion an Pro-
fersor Durrett’s paper on Paychologicnd Phenomenn, rewl on Toesday,
last week, at the Anthropologieal Departiment of thie Dritisl: Associne
tion at Glasgow, under the presidency of Mr, A, I Wallace. More
Ui 1,000 wembers were present, sovl sbont 2060 were unable to obitnin
nonts —

Ihe Coammyrax—Ladies and Gentlemen, I think you must all agros
with me I have hardly heard iz this room a paper which, whatever you
way thiok of its subject matter, Las boen trented in a more careful, and
a more truly scientific maoner, than this poper of Professor Darrett's
—(applause)}—and we need hardly wonder at this when wo econsider
that he is a thoronghly trained man of seience ; in fuet, as T understand,
he hrs beon trained under the oye of oo of the most distingnished
physicists of the present day—Drofessor Tyndell,  As thin subject iy
one which will patnrally excito s ilernblo t of di ion,
and perhnps some feeling, I hope yon will support me in wny ondeavours
to restrict the discussion of it within certain lisftited bounds. 1 think
it is absolutely necessary, as thin paper is n record of fucts aolely, that
wo should not aliow ne Lo speak who know nothing whatever of
the facta,  (Applanse.)  We slndl b happy o hour nny facta hearing
upon the subject, with any connected explanation, that sny perssn may
g&? of those facts, but 1 beyg no persan 1o got up merely for the rake of
telling us that he does not believe themn on @ priori grouods, 1 shall
reserve to mysell the right to make a few coucluding remarks, and
perhaps give & few experiences of my own : in the meantimo 1 will eall
upon those gentlemen who, 1 bolieve, are propared o ndd something to
our knowledge on this interesting thongh mysterions rubject.

T OOLOSEL LANE FOX OX PAYCINEAGICAL PHESOMESA.

Colovel Laue Fox, Guildford, read a letter which lie had written to
the suthor of the paper, in which he stated, respecting a visit paid to &
well-known professional medinm, that he did not go so far as to say
that he was convinced of the gennineness of everything ha saw there,
althouzh the writing was very pnzzling to him. Nothing that he had
seen dose by professionnl mediuins convinced him in tho slightest
degree, and le would discard the whole thing ns legerdemain, were it
not for certain phenomena that he had witnessed in his own family
daring the last four yenrs, in connection with the nse of the planchette,
which soaswered queativns which were put by wembers of bia fumily,
The séances had boen confined to himsel! and Lis childron, and lie had
observed their surprise rs, one after another, thay witnessed the appenr-
ance of the writing on the paper. Ilix cldest dnuglitor, seventeen years
old, was ovidently tho one whose presence was chiefly necessary for the
success of the séauces ; and she disliked them, because they gnve hor
headaclhe. She was not particalarly imaginative, nor table, and
had no particular views on the subject, beyond expressing the opinion
that it was rather a bore. She was not in the lenst degrec in any
abuormal condition during the time of tho sfwneces, Two of his sons
appeared to bave, in o less degree, the same power as his davghter, and
it was ooly when onc or two of them held the plunehette, or pencil,
that o scutence was written ; and when two peraons held the pencil, it
disl not matter which land was uppermost, the result was the same,
aod the one was undar the impression that the movement might bo
made by the other. These facts appeareidl to him to diseredit, if not to
disprove, the theory of unconscions cerebration. No one holding the

il knew what was written; they had even sat in such a position
with respect to the writing that it would be dificult for them to write.
He had watched the position of the hands and anns, and found that
the motion was imparted from the joint hands to the arms, and not
from Lo srms to the hands; but that was very difficult to determine,
The writing was often_coufined to & simple yes or no, in reply to n
question asked ; sometimes it was a whole sentence, but never more
than o single line. Somectimes objects were drawn by the pencil, such
as arude figare of a house that a child might draw, but the drawings
were weaningless, and bad no reference to the guestions asked. i
their questions had been “rlt as if addressicg an invisible agent,
slthough none of them had any particular faith as to the existenco of
spirits. No information of the slightest valne or intorest was given in
aoy of the replies, nud no aaswer liad been given which might not Lave
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Lecn given by any ono present, except on one occasion, when the age
of & visitor was wiven which they did not know ; but that might have
Leen accidental.  On severnl ocecusions the séances had ended with the
poncil writing, “ No more to-night;" and sfter that was written the
pencil would not move any more. Tley liad asked for raps on several
veeanions, bt they wera vover obtained. The supposed spirit wrote ita
numa sy * Mingie,” ‘Ihe whole vulue of theso exporiments consisted
in his confidence in his own children. There could be no molive with
them for deceit. All through the experiments, however, the answers
wera trivial, aud to suppose that such answers would bo given from the
unsecen world appeared to be so stupid that one might be ashamed of
investigating, were it not that important biologieal results might ensue
from the investigation.

MR, W, CROGKEA ON PYSCHNLOGICAL PIENOMEXA.

Ar. Crookes—When T came into this room it was not my inten-
tion to say anything en this subjuet, but one or two things have come to
sy mind whila listening to M. Tarrolt's vory excellent paper, that I
thinde it would bu ws well toanention. ‘Uhie latter part of the paper I have
Jistenedd to with very great iuterest and spproval, but one or two of his
argunents, I think, in the former part, ure scareely correct. Every-
thing that Mr. Burrett hus himuell seen and investigated he believes
thorsughly, and he asks us o believe; but when le reads or is told
other sciontific men, or other persvns who hava investigated, of mu
mors wonderful things, he, I think, is rather inclived to give the
explanation thut the «leerver las Leen in some mysterions maunner
Ly puotised, eleciro-Livlogised, or mesmerised, and, instead of seeing the
things, he * thinks hie secs them.” Now that is an argument which, ifitis
curried out to its legitimate extent, would entively stop the whole progress
of rewenrcly in any bruncl of wcience, A physicist shows an experiment
helove Section A. 'ersous might say, * Your audience think they sea
it; you have very wonderful eleetro-binlogic or mesmeric powers; you
throw a kind of glamour over your audience ; nothing takes place ; but
you make them thiuk they see thom.” That is exactly the kind of
veusoning which T have heurd and read applied to certain very extra-
«mlimu-iy phienonwna which I had been investignting fur some years, aod
which L amn glad to see Mr, Burrett is just nibbling at the edies of.
‘L'he explavation that Mr. Larrett has given in connection with Blr.
Huue, that people funnly they see things, will not stund the test of
actuul expericuce ut all. In the first place Mr. Ifome has always
refused to have anything to do with sdurkness.  Ti most wonderful
thing of ull, the levitution of Me. Tome, Lus not aacuried once or twice
i a dim light, bt it has ocenvred over one lwundred times under all
fnuginably conditions—in tha open aiv, in broad sunshine, in a room, in
tho ¢vening, sumetimes in the daytime, and on ench occasion it was
wil 1 by & sepunat Ler of ) ; T have only scen it once or
twice suyself, and it way at night; there was a good light in the room,
wied it oeenrved very faintly ; Uierefore, I do not wish to give any instance
from ay owi experiency, lat the evidence in fuvour of it is stromger
than the evidence in favour of almost any natural phenomeaon the
Vivitinhe Awwoecintion conld inviatigate. ‘The phenomnenn that Mr, Barrett
Juss investigatod ure those of w Dy, Slade, sn American so-culled medivm,
Conet st s the fanguage of the Spiritualists, although Tobject to it.
1 wus anied to investiguate when Dr. Slade Girst came over, and [ men-
pioned any conditions. | have never investignted except under thesa
eomlitivne,  TU mnt b at sy own housa, wad iy own selection of
fricmbs und speetiturs, nuder 1oy own conditions, and L mny do whatever
1 lile us vegerds appanetus, T have always tried, where it hes been
yonsible, to make the physicul apparatus tost the things themselves, und
Jiave not Lrusted 1aare than is posyible to my own senses ; but when it
i necessury to Lrist 1oy awn senses, T uust entirely dissent from Me,
Burrett, when le suys a trained physical inquirer is no match fora pro-
fussivnal conjuror. I muintuiu u physicul iuyuirer i3 wore than a match,
OF course, if o professional conjurer says, ** You must stand at one end
of thie oo s |t lave any own plutform, with my own machinery,
and 1 owill play mome tricks in front.  You smd yours must noet in-
eentiggate:” thit s nob investigating wt all; that is simply secivg some
conjuring tricks. A conjuror will never allow himself o go to unother
pur w house, and Lring no appaeatos at all, and thern perform these
sanvs things,  They do not uttempt to do Uty saud I do uot believe any
of these wonderful conjurors could sland the close examivation of a
phiyaical ingnivy @ minito, 1 eoae hera o to listen to the discussion
w1t was hoped wonld by olicite] by Me. Darrett's pnper, than to sy
anyWing aoyeell, wl, thencfore, T oalould like to give place o others
wlhin peorhiages will speak on the sulbjeet.

Laed Jinyleiglim I huael o intontion o spenk on his subject. I think
yew arg e indebtod te Professor Barnat lor his coarage, for it requires
sastater compnnges T cotaa fopwaod in this watter, and to give us the henelit
of his earetol cxperiments, My own interest in the subject dates lack

Lo years, 1 wis lim attracted to it Ly reading M. Crookes’ invusti-
jedions. Althaugh my sppertnnities have uot been so good as theseo

eujoyud Ty Professor Burrett, Thave seen enangli to convince mae thut
iomn e wrong who wish Lo prevent investigation by eosting ridicile on
Ve who iy feol inelinsl o engage init. (flear, hear.) With regant
1o My, Barrett's vepvarle thint ecrtain of tiese plenomena may be copable
aof explunntion by the hypothesis it thuse who ik they witiwess the
L pluseaneni wie rendly siebjoct Gadelision, 1 wondl not deny that twro
pany b et possibility, bt T feed quite conlident that unyone who will
atternd 2 sonee, i sy phenmnene seenr, will go awoy satiatied that that
i« not e explanation.  Ong medion or conjuror (1 won't decide that
ptieation Das Deon iomed, Dr. Shde, with wluan plicnaimena necur
with eonmideralle regnlarity, 1 will venture o say any body in thiz room
oz to D, Shule, and secing U phenonens, will go sway perfeetly
cutisticd tht Dallicination hos nothing to do with it.  Suwe relerency
Tram Tween aminde to the great value of e evidence of conjurors, sud 1 sm
inclinesd to think tat altoogh the wequircsents of o scientifi: wsa will

i
)
1
i
1
1

B b Dt el i investigating those soutters, still the special accom- |

plishments of n conjuror are also of great value, I was anxious to
associate mysell & copjarar in the investigation fo far as that was
possible. [ went to Dr. Slade with a professional conjuror, and tho
phenomens hap d with idernble perfection, while the conjuror
could not form the remotest idea 83 to how the effects were prog

That is o fact which may be of some interest 1o those who lrd.nk con-
Lumn; can ﬁ through aud explain ail the plienomena to which witness

us been e

PETCHOLOGICAL EXPERIEXCES OF MR. GROOM NAMEZL.

Mr. Groom Napier—For twenty-five years I have had experience of
Spiritualistic phenomena. When I was a child I ueed 10 m:“ reat
many Lirds. Tread in some German work that if I passed my hand
over the birds in their cages they would fall off their perches, and I
thought I would try the experiment. I observed that it was the cass,
and that when I passed my hand from right to Jeft over the birds they
fell off their rerchu. and appeared as if dead. They remaived in thut
condition only as long as 1 kept my hand over thew. As soon as I
removed it tliey jumped upon their perches ax before,  Well, I thouyhit
I had discovered something that might ba helpful to myself, und in the
course of my life I have applied the same system to tuming horses sud

. Tt was not necessary at all for me o touch them, hut by merely
keeping my land over them I could rame them. I bLelieve thut o be
part of the great Spiritualistic law. Mr. Barrett gave us his experience
of roverie, and I can coofirm from personnl experience the power that
some persons have of throwing themselves by sn effort of the will into
a state of reverie, during which they are open to receive imprestiovs
from the unseen world, and to become acquainted with what is passing
in distant parts. I have often doue thut. Since I came to attend this
meeting of the British Association 1 fell into & siate of reverie in the
reception-room {lsughter), aud 1 felt thnt thera was gome one i the
room thet I should like very much to know. I reculled cortwin vames,
nod I went uL-nd addressed an individual thet I koew by name,
but whom I had never seen. I ideutified hiwn apd his lubits by
my own epiritual i quite d with auy other
knowledge. I mention that ss & fact coming within the line of
observaiion followed Mr. Burrett. It is & very carivus power
that I have, though I do mot kvow by what came to call it
and o good many others, no doubt, lmve it too, for I find with
reference to persons with whom I symputhise, that I kuow what they
are doing when they are absent, withoat any comwunication whatever.
There was a friend of mina with whom { had great psychuologicul
sympathy, end I knew when lio wanted meta come to him. Hu merely
willed it.  He told me he wished me to come to hins, and T would comeo
and arrive just at the time he wented me. That he did four or five
times, 80 thit there could Le nodoubtabout it. 1A Vuiee: * How far off
was that ") Ile was three or four miles away, nud be wanted me to go
with him to alecture on one oceasion, and Le did not koow where I wus,
80 thit o could not send & mussenyer to mwo. e willed me, or wished
me to come, and I came, I had no certuin knowledge of where ks was,
but T Lnd o feeling that it was a time to go, and that I should meet hiwm.
There I mot hiro. I might mention his ueme. He is o gentleman who
has lectured 40 or b0 times on these plenomena and other subjects in
TLondon—Dr, Sims, an American medieal nan, 1o is a well-known
Spiritualist, and bas some knowledye of mesierism sud other ullied
subjects.  He first introduced we o 1he Spirituulistic or mesweric (L
do ot exnctly know whut 1o eudl itp method of ronding character. i
gave him ten handwritings of persous gnite uukvown to him, in veuled
envelopes, so that be could not see them, even if he lud been a very
clever reader of character by handwritivg. The first he read exactly.
It was my own hendwriting. ~ He said, ** This person has ao extrsordi-
nary sywpathy witl me—(langhter)—the greatest sympathy that I ever
bad with any human being.” I was very much struck with this, snd
1 did not say anything to him to confirm it, but I asked him to go on.
e tolit my age, habits, snd all about mo quite ns correctly s my
mother could luve done. (Luughter) 1 tested lim with ten other
ensos of a similur kind, and they were ull equally eorrect.  His methiod
of usiog the envelopes was not to lock ut them wt wll. Tle shint his
eyes, and put them up ogaivst his forchead, and b{ the inHucnce
or sympathy thut cumo through the pnper e was ennbled to doscribo
the cluracter. (Luaughter) (A voice: * Did he descrilie the yperson?'')
T did not test b so uuch with nefercoce 10 the physien] chnrsctenstics,
exerpt with regand to myself, when he wld auy height sl amy weight,
(Lamghtor.) With regard to ordinury mesmerisin, 1herc is w well koown
story, T Lehieve, well suthenticatel, (A voice : ™ Give ud fucts.") Well,
then, 1 b w remurkable spiritnal phenumenon soms Lvo yenrs aa in
connection with this sume Dy, Sims, 1 was very unXious 1o belp bin
it Lis course of Jretures in London.  He bad sot nel expericice of
Lowdon Jite, coming fresh frons the United State, I wus vesy anuch
exercisul, 10 256 A common expression, wlout bis probulle saocess.
went 1o bed atter having been with him, sl §2aw just slove sy lead
A dight o the wall. {Laughter.) This light was somenhnt wlier the
stylo of Rembrondt’s picture of the vision thut Dr. Fuustus saw,
(Heoewed Jangliter.) ‘ waw 0 hand., This hand wrote. I cannot
exuctly gay the words, but it was o plein intistion of what T wus to
do tor Dr. Sima. Next day T went, nnd T obd wll that bied been dui-
il 10 we on the wally wind the resuit was tht Dro Sons had o et
wondertully successful conrse of lectures. That is oue cuse. L lnd
avothier very remarkable—(confusivu and uproar). A yonug lasly with
whom I wes frieudly nt one liwe— 4 voive: ** Shat up,” wud uprour,
during whicl Mr. Nupicr resumscd his sent)

Yev, Dr Thompsan=I have for the lnst
gond sclentific dewsmstrotion oy this subject, ever sinee 1
atudy payclology, mental philesophy, wul other Libdred seiences,

the tiret pluce Jetane sny 1ade opoa tovimiesion. Axa gl o
1 linve zube to these eranron, sinl Jave oflered myscll us e aubject
the purpoge of Leing wauipulated upon.

venrs heen waiting for a
eznn 1o

In

e
I bave beun an unxious
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student of what is callel mental or peychological philosophy, and this
#ubjoct hax to deal most with thnt scionee. 1t isuot u sulject like some
of the seionces that nro bronght foreard,

The President—Ploase do not give us generalisations ; give; ns gome
fiect or stutement.

A Voice—(iivo ns facts,

Nev. Dr. Thowprim—The fact I hinve to state iz a most impartant
one. Seicnee, 1o he rizhitly delined, ouglt to be certainty of knowledye,
Wo want to obtain from this nr thint rentleman some cortainty, Neaw,
in rending over and huaring what has bean renid or written, st Jooking
At my own obeorvations in life, nnd my attosdance nt lectares, I linve
never yet found that there has bean nmoug my own cirelo of frieuds aud
scquaintances a single individual wha was convincod of the trath of
tlmlphonomeun whiclt have been produced, nnd Lave been said to be
reni,

The Presilent—I must stop you if you goon in that way, I linre
told you wa caunot have mere opini und stat ts of disbelief.
We must have fucts, nnd if you canuot give us any, I shall rale that yon
1uirst sit down,

Rev. Dr. Thompson—TI am & fact, (Laughter.) Why should thase
geutlemen who hold opinions on the opposite side be afraid to have their
opiniona overhauled ?

Tho DIresident—Wo want facts, not apinions.

Rov. Dr. Thompsan—If these things that have been addneed are not
opinions, what nre they 7 (A Voien: Frets.”) I aw delizhted to hear
it, nodd L am going to take n ferr of them to pieces. (A Voico: “Itis
oot possible,”)” ‘I'here is n gentleman who prophesies, Ile has got in
him the spirit of anticiption largely developed. (Laughter.)  Will the
President kindly keep order for me? 1 nm the fiest to tnko whint may

led the oppasite view with regard to these facts, by giving counter
facts, and nssailing these facts upon their weak pointe. It is cvidently
the desire of those wlhio are the admircrs of the system which has been
recommended more or less by all the speakers, with a few able excop-
tions, such as the learned Mr. Crookes £v0 us when Le took one or two
Poiuts to pieces, to present ouly one view of the case. I now stand upon
the porition of giving factw, aud these facts nre, first, in nll my experis
euco L and my friouds have never found s fact to be substantiated,
proved, or trug, or certain knowledye of science. (Laughter.) That is
the fivst' thing. I have studied in every university in Scotland—
(langhter)—and at ope abroad. I have been throughout the whole of
Europe, and have had opportuvities of studying those facts and those
séances ; 1 havo studied them for thirty-five years, aud bave offered
myself as n sulject fur investigation—(langhter)—and they could not
roduce any of their phevomenn with me, Now that 18 one fact.
Luughter.)” Perhnpa it wan a fact that that geatloman had his weight
told by tho spirit with which ho was familiar. Let me refer to the
Arguments that have boen adduced, seriatine, I will begin with the gen-
tlemnn who st told you that he had n power to sympathise with pnriies
whowm he kaew, that lio knew what they felt, and 8o o ; in other words,
that they did not require the uso of telegraphic wires Lacauso they could
ascertnin one auother's idens, e stated ns a preof that he went to n
meeting, or was anxious tn g0, that he thought of a gontlemnn whom ho
did ot know, nnd geing to the meetivg to his surprise he found the
gontleruan there,

The President—Allow me ta #ny o word. I Uhink in order to limit
thia discussion within n reasanable time it ought to be made a rule that
thie spenkers should reply to the paper, and not to theaceidental remarks
of othor epeukers, If they do so wo shall hnve other gentlemen reply-
iny to them, aud others (o them, till wo et miles away feom the sulject
with which we commenced. I thercfore beg, ns chinirman of this meet-
ing, W rule that wo will have 1o anseers by one speaker to another
unless the point refers directly to a matter brooght furward by the
reeder of the paper. (Ilesr, hear.)

Lev. Dr. Thompson—I am glad I taok the precautionof putting down
a fow notes with regard to the geotleman's paper. I was taking the
backward process, and beginoivg with the last first. Now I will re-
verse Iy proceis, and coubue my ottention to the gentleman who
read the able paper. Iu thelirstplace he spoke of these things as bein,
proved. Now scienca demands certrinty and dewonstration, and §
it be cortnin aod dewonstrable, why pot bring it to the halls of this
University nod devote the whols of this great room to the proof of it ?
Then I will beliove it. If it ean bo done, s one speaker said,
amuogst & few friends, why not hring'lr. before the whola comuunity ?
Why not demoustrats the truth of the sciesce bsfore this great as-
sembly ? Why confine it to a fow fiiends? This matter aeems to be
founded upon séances, and upon the experiences of & few individunls,
in youws, some of them dark, others light, but we have not been
told what sort of light it was, whether gas or candle-Jight, or oy
other light. They du not eoma to the test of trying questions like theso
upon an open platform, nud before hundreds and thousands of men,
lat these gentlemen tell us when they will eome and do that, and I
will be one to come amangst them. The fact is, this thiog wants
the enpability of boi&g publicly tested. (“‘No, uo," aund eonfusion. )
It cauwot be presented properly to the public. {General shufling of
feet) Iam glad you of my sent; (Much lavglter.)

The Presiu This ep has now occupied ten minutes; if you
wish to bave ten minutes or ha!f an hour looger of such conversation
I am ugronhln. but the meeting must decide, (General cries of ** No
more."

The President—Then I beg to eay that this gentlemay must sit

down.

Rev. Dr. Thompson—You won't Lear my ease because it is too
strong.

Mr‘. Conrad Cooke—I cannot ndd anything to the paper, except
simply to Ei.:my evidence s linving becn at ove of the very meetings
that have referred to with Dr. Slsde, (Dr, Carpenter made & privata
commugication to the speaker.) Dr. Carpenter reminds me thet Dr.
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Slade is now anly an his trind, s, {hese forn, it wonlil ot b fair to
bring in any of Lix mnnifestutions or triek«, whichevor you like o enll
them, ns proofs en this subjeet ; but with el o thase who sne auch
immense diflienlly in helicving the payelilogien! fucts, ne whataver they
may be, I wonld aslke, ix it not more il Lt dlishiclinve mon whom yon
linve known fur yeara, whom you know to e of the highest honour wnd
integrity, men whe have the highent yeputation for seientifie resenrch ?
This salject is nttracting the atbontion of n very nege number of per-
Fous who loolk to seientifie en oither 1y 1o or L relute these fuety
sl I think no Dinvar coubid lu domse, sl probadly nogreet dend uf good
mnight be accomplished, 50 the matier wore refurred W seivntifie men to
investiyate, md there crn by no Inttor by of persons U ke the ine
vestigation than a committee appinted by sich wa Associntion ns this,
If the Dritish Associntion eould soe Hint the amatter in at all worth
Jooking at, that it 3s not bunently their dignity to investignte it, I think
it woull be well for them o tnko it np. Certwinly 3o harm: eaunld be
done by the Association APpUinting n commnitles of scientifio men, men
who nre of all opivions, 270 nanl con, o ke a proper investigation and
Lring forward a roport.
LIL CARPENTER ov PSYenoLOcIcaY, PHENOMINA,

Lr. nter—I will endenvenr to eonling wiysell un strictly g
possible to facta, 1 think the interpratation Mr.” Barrett lins placed
upon gomne detnched passiges Jus iy reten Tronn any writings in hardly
justified by the conlext. b winnee, when | way of Meunoens, that
At ds * impossiblo to believe,” 1 do not tmens nt sll neRert Ut wo know
everything; in fuet, I ropeidedly e th exprossion, there sre nore
things in heaven and enrtd iy onr philusophy toeogniaes,” mied 1 do pot
think anyone hns n right b, way I have cver been wnwilling o receive
new ovidence ou any scionlific fuct. 1 hinve alwnys expresasd myself
with regard v there boing n “resnrve of Py ey expression I
buve used over aud over ngnin.  I'he strony romaries I heve felt called
vpon to make in certaiu enyes have hoon simply on the eredence Rpiven
upon what I ider very inndey evilenc hdoed, nnd thnt I have
Jad a number of very remarinhlo instaners, intg which, lmwover, T will
not go. Lwill wahe just my coutribution to feets, [ fquite hold that
there is in some persous n very curivus power of what is commonly
called * thonght reading.”  The way in wlhich that power is exercised [
do not pretend vet to Luve adequately investigated, but I think we have
o clue o it in this. It is quits certain thit thero are individuals who by
Jony practice aud experience. bised Hpon & certain penulinr feculty of
their own, which we ull have more or loww, but which s predomivant in
some iodividuuls, have the power of juldging, by certain minutn i ica-
tions which thay eonkl not expliting uf whit 18 passing in the winds
of wther persoma. 1 will give u remmrkublo instunco of thin, I believe
it i3 one of the special gilts of o detsctive policemnn. I believe the
detective policeman, partly by prwctico aml paetly by originel gift, Jins a
greater power of what is eallgd **wecing through noillstene ? than other
People, I believe n first-claes dotoctive s nlimost Rire to find out
whether an neccused person is giilty or mol: thers nro certuin littla
indicativns which are given unconsciously, which they could not intorpret
conzcionsly, nud yet which lend them to n eomvietion. A fow yenrs ngo
& bauk maunger in Loedy Jost n key which upownl all the safus of tho
banlk. 118 wxs in yreat distress about this, A fivat-class detestive waa
sent for from Loudon.  ‘This man hind every person connected with the
bituk before hiw, aud he came to the manuyer, eiter having examined
everyone, nud said, * Make yoursell perioetly ensy ubont s ; noboay
in the bank Joiows nuything abont it I you witl anly he nusured thia
iu the cnue, und get ' goud seep Lo-night, the probals ity is, to-murrow
moraing you will remember where You put thiy key,"”  And 8o it turned
out. Audin the case of Coustance Keut. where the evidenco wan inade.
fquale, u first-ciuss dotoetive suid he was purfectly aure that e wus guilty,
aud sho coufessed it in & fow yeurs, Llow isthis fasurance uitained > [
Leliove it is by certain little wnconscions revelations, so to speak, which
nre made intuue, gesture, expression of fuve, nud so 01 ; and that these nre
interpreted intuisively by isi

f o say why and how he interprets thein.
I received, & few months 820, & paper frow Awmerica, called * Thought-
reading versus muscle-readiog,” written by a very able physiologist, wio
Lad ioterpreted these ph iu precisely the same manner, There
is o game I dure say many of you huve piayed which in, to my mind,
excossively signilicant. It is that of putting u person out of the room,
and hiding away some object. A Person comus into the room: two
persons, oue on each side, walk him round e room, with a finger in
each of his hunds, and the Persun 80 walking will vory svon come 1o find
where the object is Lidden. A friend of mine at Lreds experimented
goud deal upon this, eud he fouud that it was distinctly owing to the
slight pressure wmade by one or the other, unconscioasly, npon the
shoulder, like the slightest twitch of the rein of a horse, directly to the
finger ut one side or the other. He varied this experiment again and
nyxin, tried it on himself nud on other persous, aud misled then by
intentivuslly varyiug slightly the pressure. Now wa uono of us knaw
the degree 1o which wa are coustautly iudieatiug, by these little involug-
tary sigus, that which is passing in onr own minds. 1 have contj Ity
Leen wid mysell things thut 1 hove showy in my countenance, 'I'liose
who wre the best subjects for the thought-readers are those who are
demoustrative in some way or other, whether in fucial expression or in
uny other way, aad I believe thut will be a elue tom great desl of what i
commonly called thought-reading.” I may mention one case in which
I am nuite certuin the clue was given Ly mysell by some netion I eould
not discover. 1t was in the cuse of Mr. Fuoster, & celobrated American
mediuw, when I asked the dato of the death of & valued friend of my
early life, Dz, John lead. The yeur wan correclly given. 1 was told
to tuke tho pencil, and through the alphubet, und I went ou g
mmicllly us 1 ponibq; could, He stupped me gt “j" and

at “u" It was cloar it was eitber June or July, I went
on agein as far as "1, m, 0" He geemed besitating, and we
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tried back two or three tines, 1, m, n;" at last he said, * I cannot
tell ; it iv either June or July, I am not surs which, bat it is one of
thosa twa,” Of enurye, that natarally followed, but he could not tell,
simply for the reason that I could not tell. He had with marvellons sp-
preliensivencss soen some littls sign, some wink of my eye or some littla
play of my face, that indicated to him what I expected, I tested that
on another oceusion, nud whilo the mediuia was spelling out o word
most regelarly—the namo of an aunt of Mrs. Carpenter's, who had died
not lony hefore—1I had a music book suddenly put up, so that he could
nat see either the elphabet or the tip of my pencil, and he stopped
directly, Thase are tha grounds on which I believe that a large part
of what is called thought-reading to be due to this, that it comes through
an intensification, in certain individuals, of the power of discerning
through our corpareal organism that whicl is passing in our own minds.
I think it is mora likely that that is tha case than that there is mz
direct communication between ane nervons system and anather, althong
T would not by any means deny that. I merely say that one seems to
me the more probuble explanation than the other, Then, with regard
to unother great scries of phenomena, I must simply say one has to make
a very lurge ullowance for the extruordinary tendency to deception that
nono but medical men know, and especially, I am sorry to say, among
women. |Langhter.) Medical men are ectly fumiliar with the
fact that there ia this curious tendency to deceive for the mero enjoy-
ment of deceiving. (Renewed laughter) There liave been no end of
stories of that kind. Every medical practitioner is perfectly familiar
with young ladies who manufactura illnesses, and continue ill days,
weuls, months, or years, simply because they like to be tha ohjects of
eyropathy. (Laoghter) That is a fact on which the larges experience
of the medical profession has a right to be heard. Then again, there
is a tendeney in the profescionals who are glining their living to
imposa upon otlers, and we mast always guard against this. I do not
at all gay that this is everything, but I simply say that this is one
thing. And with regard to the case meationed just now, I would
venture to say oxactly what my Fuition i3, because it will be made the
anliject of public comment, and I think it will show that we are not at
all unwillinyg to investigate, if only the thinga are presented to us in &
way which will enablo us to investigate. (Applause.) I have been
anked over and over aguia to tuke part in dack séauces, and things of
thet Jind. I wag unled 1o be one of the committea to investigate the
performance of the Davenpart Brothers, and [ said, * If we are simply
o ba shut in a dark room, and to take each other’s hands, and excluda
tho usa of tose instrnents whick sciontific men use for the purpnses of
scientific investigntion, [ st decling to take part in an investigation
of that kind.” A gentleman with whom I have had some correspond-
ence, some months ago wrote to me and told me Dr. Slade was come to
London, and that these manifestations wera given in open daylight,
that he chullenyed investigation, and that the presence of sceptics did
not pravent them. Now, the great difficulty in my investigations has
Been thut T have beon told over and over again, * Oh, your atinosphere
of ineredulity prevents these manifestations—(laughterj—and therefore
nothing comes.” Tt s unfortunnts that this ** atmosphera of in-
credulity ™ does seews Lo prevail when a philosophic sceptic like myself
—one who does not deny the possibility of there being a great many
things et oue philosophy does not explai ek P his io-
quivies. Mowerer, I went to De. Slade, and I do not hesitate to say
that T gaw (hings that very much astonished we; and [ will farthier
say, I told Dr. Slade at tha end of onr meeting, * If yon will como to
my louse, I shall he extremely glad to go into this matter further.”
(Hear, hear.) As [ wrote to the gentleman who brought me into com-
mnnication with Dr, Slade, I will spare neither time nor money to get
to the bottom of this, and that, I thiok, will show you I, for one, am by
no means indisposed to try to get to the bottom of it, If Dr. Slade can
do in my house, with my chairs, with my tables, with my slates, with-
ont any previons preparation, what ha showed to me in his own room,
I will then honestly gay this is o case for thorough investigation. (Hear,
hear.) Dutif Dr. Slade comes to me and nothing happens; if the ehairs
do not jump up again; if the tabls does not jump up under my hands;
and if the writing ia not made upon my own slates which I saw upon
his, why then I .l‘hink we may fairly say that there s no place for
scicntific investigation.  (Applanse.)

Mis4 NECKER'S MEDICHSIIP.

Misa Beclar—1 think the section is to be congrotulated on having o
papor hranght before it such as has been read on this occasion. Whether
these things are reul or not, they eecapy such largs attention that they
onghit to La investigntad in a scientific spitit, and T hope that & eom-
mittes of thin Association will be appointed for the purpose. I rize to
beur testimony to a fow facts in & purely scientilic spirit, becanse—I
hapa the President will torgiva mie—I w10 an unbelicver in spiritual
aganey—nt lonst in the ngency of disembodied spirits, \When [ was a
yonug ehili Hhad a campanion who was in a peenlinr nervons condition.
She wonld lie down on a sofi, and go into & kind of trunce, and while in
thut state she woukl instantly reply tv any questions whicli were put to
acr,  Whan she nwekened ont of this condition she had not the
slightest recollection of wny qnestion laving been put to her, and
scolded us for playing on her nerves,  3lhie was in the hoase of an emi-
nentsurgeon in Manchester, sleeping with Lis daughter, and while there,
violeut knockings and rappings weve hieard alooy the reom. Spirit-
nilinm wisd mot Tmown then, wnd the whole family were very much

wizzdal Lo weeonnt for these knockings, At last they Legan to cull tha
}(nm:l(iu;g “ Nebehwlnezzar,” and when they ealled * Nebuchadneszzar ™
he wonld amwer by a knaek, This eontinned for same monthy, and
whea the girl Left, the kaockings censed to visitthe house. No explana-
tian wuy ever given of them, The surgeon wonld not be eonvinced it
wag not the girl, uatil he held bl her hands and discoverad that there
was famathing in the anso hieyond hallnciuation or impostare. I lave
inyself vecusionally used the plaucheotty, und the wowent I pat wy hands
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on it, the thing moved itself without my influence. On oneoocasion the .
i planchette began to writo, and when I read what was written, it was tha

name of & peraon who was not ths least in my thoughts. I did not
know what had been written until I had taken up the paper and read it.
Whenever I take up the planchette it instantly goss on in that way.

would be imrpoui le to convey to any one who looked at it the jme
pression that I was not moving it myself, and if any one else had their
handson it I could not disabuse my own mind of the imprassion that
they were writing. Bat I cannot admit the conclusion that the pirit of
a dead person did me the honour of haunting my planchette, and I can
only say, here is lonclhi:g which to my mind is undonbtadly real, and
of which I have no intelligible explanation. Now I think - we ero
entitled to sk about some things, what they lead to, I do not think
that anything of this kind ean bs put down by ridicule. But whea I
read in the Spiritualistic Medium that a spirit poured out tenat a party,
took two cups of tea, and eat her two rounds of buttersd toust—
(laugliter) —I must say such experiences are very diffionlt to investigato,
even by a committee of the British Association.” (Laughter.) Bot last
week's Medium contained something mors surprising still. It told of &
Christmas party, in which ono of the spirits called for a bottls of gin
and hot water.  (Laughter.) If we are seriously called upon to beliova
that disembodied spirits visit this earth, I think we mny say that we
do not need spirits Lo come from the other world to teash men to mix
spirits and water. (Laughter) The subject is ons that should not be
treated with ridicule. It is a grave and serions one, especially if it
should lead to a very morbid and ushealthy development of mind ; still,
the way to check this on the part of those who should bs the leaders of
scieatific thought, is carefuliy and seriously to encourage such resenrch
ns seams likely to do , aod to discouraye idle and unscientific inves.
tigations, which. ouly do wmischief o those who conduct them.
{Applause.)

. Park Harrison—As personal experioncas have been asked, I may
mention that there have beentwo occasions in which I have seen aboormal
appearances, both happening when my brain was rather over- wrought
with hard work, and was in an aboormul state, especially as I have s
tendeacy to brainfever. There isa great amount of heat in the case of tha
brain under these circumst , and a ther ter placed upon the
bead wiil show greater heat in some lobes thau in others, Dr. Carpenter
has mentioned one or Lwo explanations which might be given of Dr.
Slade's experiments, and thera is the third explanation, viz,, that they
may possibly be due to eleightof hand, There is one case which Ithink
is very pertinent to tha present disenssion ; it is the experisace of Dr.
Owen, of Philadelplia, Tt was this—I Lave taken it from the 4tantis
Jloulily for January, 1875—

The Chairinan—\Vereally must not have
in America of which wa konow nothiog.

Ale. Harrison—This is an account Mr, Owen gave himself.

The Chairman—We must have personnl koowledge,

Me. Huarrison —This is the persosul knuwledge of Mr. Owen. Wa
have had o great many speakers on the other side, and very fow on my
side—kindly bear with me a short time. (Cries of * Question.") Forty
memorable sittings were held, and every precaution was taken, but
instend of a failure, all the plienomena came out in greater perfection
than before. (laterruption.) " After that was done, and afler they had
! been forty timaa and for nearly & year going on, uuable 1o detect any
; deception, it was found ont thut a Mes. White buad been employed fur
five dollars a night to act the part of Katie King. (Confusion, cheers,
sad counter cheers.)

The Chairrsan—Tha histo

quotations from newspapers

concludes in this way. Soon after Mrs,
White confessed that she had been acting the part of Katie Kiog for a
fee of five dollars a night, I happen to know, from subsequent informa-.
tion, that this coufession was proved to be false, and it was proved that
she was forty miles away at the time she said she had been acting the
part of Katis King, (Apfslnuw.) So much for newspaper information.

Rev. Dr. Mcllwaine: I rise withaut any circnmlocution, under cie-
cumstances of very great difficulty. T thank the excellent Dr. Carponter
! fur having brought this discussion within its proper limits. I hava
studied this and coguate subjects for thirty-five years, I come from

41 Teeluud, which is invaded witii a great many manifestationg of a varioty

of sorta—-amoag the rest, some religious onos : and as those remain ont
{ of the question, I shall ouly say T have stulied thess phenomeon in
{ sensons of intense religions excitement, and [ know a good deal about
| them. In any question of fact the watter of tho fiest importance is the
I eredibility of the witnesses, and I nin hare to impeach the credibility of
Peufessor Barvett's witnesses, It happens by a rather unfortunate cojue
cidence that [ know nost of them, wind n st thom is a ion of
wy owi.  (Laughter) It gives e grest pain to tell you I belisve he
is & thoroughly unrelibls witness. (Laughter.) I danot for oue wonent
dispute his honesty of intention, but [ say Le is not it lo give evidence
on this occasion. A question of evidence requires exwmination. A
man shonld be thorougily unprejudiced. Iaw afruid my fricnd does
not come up to that standurd. (Laughter.) Sowe yeurs ago I was s
witness of some of these performances. I knew owme of the media, and
it so hppens everyone of thess persons referrsd to have been fomules,
Langhter.) * I say that these youny girls—DProfessor Barreit’s young
girla—my friend’s youny girls—aud these other young girls—I say they
are uot proper persous on whow to base great supersiructures such as
these. (Laughter and hisses.) May I wention another thing? Did
anyone ever investigate hysteria—I apeuk to fathers and inothers,
brothera and sisters,  (Laughter.s I may suy, a3 nnother fact, I am the
pavent of fourteen children— roars of luughterj—und I say it is u wost
davgerons thing to bring these mesmeric expuriences ivto a regiou liko
that, and T had to gaard with greut jealousy and great cara wmy own
dauglhters, or they would have Leen wedia. I say that these facts ars
uot reliable. I say a persun tit to examine muy veory well bogin with
Chlristiauity.  Aoyote that Tejucts Uiz greut fucts of Bibls history—
iaterraptivns, sud ories of - Onder™,
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The Cliaieman—TI cannot allow renlozr to be intrwluced inty this
diseussion.  (Applanse,)

Rev. e, Mellwnine—As the Assoeiation ix coming fo Dublin in
1878, they will o ulle 10 investizate the facls there, and to =ee the
amount of their eredibility.  Now unother fact. Thix Association nas
in Belfast in 1856, and we had n sfuwee there, Ouwe lady proposed fo
give n sfance, which wus givew in s mi-durkness,

The Chrirmnn——Were von present !

Rev, Dr. McIlwnine—1 give it on the cvidence of—

Tho Chairman—We eannot have it, (Applanse.)

Rev, Dr. Mellwnine—I will give you the name of the gentliman.

Tho Chairman—"That won't prove that he js trugfworthy.  Yom have
necured one of your own friends of Deing intrnetworthy : how do we know
that these people are truatwortyy ? (Applanse.,

Rev. Dr. Mellwnine—I will pive You anether faet.  (Longlier,
American P'rofessor enme to one town, sl did g1l these things.

The Chairman—The name ¢

lev. Dr. Mellwaine—1teally T furget. (Loanghtera

Thie Chairman—Youmunst not alinda 1o prople withont giving the name,

Kev. Dr. Mellwaine—The influence he exercised npon wonve of iy
family was very deleterions. 1 ot i, acemmpaniod by Dy, Ted-
fern, and the exposnre of the man's sgrorance and eharlntanism was
such that lie vanished very repidly. That dx a faet. T lave done
everything [ conld within the resion of possibility 1o investigate
honestly and fairly, sl I come to thia eonclusion, that a great deai is
to be attributed ~first, to fenyinine excitability : next, Lo eredulity, and,
thirdly, nnd not the lenst, to imposture.  (Applavse,)

Profesanr Barrett—1 rise to make a personal explanation. I linve
beeu extremely anxions to avail anything like persoual fecling in the
paper Iread, and I am exceedingly sorry my good friend, Dy, Mell-
waine, has introduced any personal questions at all.  let me jost eay
the relative of Dr. Mellwaine. to whom he hng alluded, iz wot tle
person to whom [ allided iy my peper, (Applawse s 10 s hagpens
that that person is an Englichman, of ywot, e resmotest eonsertion with
Dr. Mellwaine, and whese wane Dr. Mellwaine does wot even kuow, As
regards the mesmeric plienomena, it is true that they occurred in the
hionse of & brother-in-law of his nt Westmeath ; hut the reason for Dr.
Mellwaine's rejection of these phenomenn is not becnuse e has dis.
proved them, but hecnuse he hs had no communication with that
family on aceount of their having difierent religions opinions to him-
wlf - Dut I Mellwaine, | am quite sure. eanmot impeach  their
houesty, amil morcover 1 diil wot trust his testimony. It was the testi-
mony of my own eyes, and those of my own frievds—not in his hounss
only, but in my own Louse—not in Iseland only, but in London—yot
with girls, but with young Inds taken at random from a Eritish school
in London.  Mareover, the facts of mesmerism 1 bave wentioned, 1
am quite sure Dr. Carpenterdoes not really deny, and thervfore 1 think
that reference to peysounl matiers way quite needless.  (Applanse.)

Mr. Walter Weldon—I s not going to ocenpy the attention of this
meeting more than lalf a minnute, but it oeenrred 1o e | night
perhays uufullf- contribnte (o the discussion of this subjeet one hittle
oceurrence, within my own experience, which tecms to me to have a

ertinent bearing wpon the theory cntertained cven by Irofexsor

rrett, I amn sorry to hear that when persons helieve tiat they see
Mr. Home, for example, fluat to the ceiling, Mr. Home really dues not
flont to the caling. but he exercises some wort of imflnence over the
minda of the observers, whicl lends thens 10 suppese it they wee him
float when they do not.  When 1 first began to investipade in my own
family the phenomena of ro-ealled Spivituniicm, my wile aned | began
by ritting to a rwall table. After n time it began 1o wove, Lut for
ressons f had then I Lecame desirous that a lurge ouk dining-rovm
table, 3% cwt., should be got to move, if presible,  We eat to it some
tire, but we never got it to maove; andas | learned that there lived iy the
East-end of London a powerful physical medium, I asked him 1o come
and wit at my house. He came cne Saturday, avd sat down to the end
of this beavy oblong diving table. e placed his fingers very Joosely
upon it, and beguu to sing a hymn, My wife and I ﬁeliond that 1he
table beat time to the musie, aml beat time to jt very distinetly and
very heavily. ‘The question is whether that was a delusion. What 1
want to say with respect to that point is, the next morning, when the
housemaid came 1o call my wife, the hyst thing she suid was, Ol ! if

ou please, wmum, the spivits made suel holew in the dining-room earpet

st vight.” We found fully n dozen Inrge holea in the erpet, wnd
below theze holes the wood of the floor was very severely brnised. We
preserved the carpet for some years, and I think it would be tiffienlt
to make out that we were deluded in that cove, I will wd one other
thing. Colonel Fox sail that with hin the planchette rarely or never
moves, Sowme years sgo my friend William. Howitt told me ol the
planchiette, aud vrged we to go home aud try if the planchette woun'd
not move uuder my fingers. I sat with that planchette at a talile to
which I was not accustoinel to sit, for twenty minutes and Ladf zn hour
A doy for a fortwight, and the Plenchette never moved. At the cnd
of the fortnight I was going to return the planchette to Mr, Jow iu,
who bad Jent it to we, when 1 remern beved that inwuy study there was
a book be bad lent me, aud which he was dezirous T should roturn, 1
went into my study, and, while senrching for the book on wy shelves,
I put the plancletie down on a desk a which I bad Leen in"the Liulit
of writing some fifteen yeurs. W hen I found the book, and put it in
wy pocket, I put my hand upon the planchetle to enrry it away again,
nud I found 3t alniest impossible to mwove wy hand from the plan-
chette ; it was as it were g]ued to it, and was v very violent motion.
I fooud afterwnrds, whenover 1 placesl the planchelte upon the derk,
it would write, but wheg 1 plnm‘ it on the table at which 1 had not
been in the habit of sitting it made no movements.

Mr. B{'lle Ularke—T trust that 1 misuuderstood the meauing of {le
words which you have applied to reveral of (he speakers,  You said
you must buve facts and not statenente of disbeljef:
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Such 1 hink is vl the ivme ol the preaent

0 o el i eyl conie sttt Tiremged U Leforn
s by the nuthor of this paper, mned 1 think it s for ns to canvneg
these statenwnts of fiets amd tho made iy whiel they nre giten, nand
wot for ne (o lndng furwanl Their sapgmrt. or oL wery ine,
or to b delirred from 1] of eavvnesing sk evidepes, T
mined no new fact haa presemted iwedf i the paper. No naw sir
stanees have Dronght the jasie hofore e i amother whapee From e winy
it dins Seon ebvamiclod hitlherto in the histary of this depnrtwpent of
investigation, 1t is the old story that. we have hind over and ovie avnin,
I wmy sy for 100 Yeaurr, vertainly within 1he memory of A hoen
whe ave iving,  Wo By Iy 3L dn fvne, Che evidenes aof e
of as high standing ns Yourselvew, It it does ot pliee the madLop
non better pesition A1 ol s former pevied whien we dad e
e phenomena presented 1o 1, i we lind  the fealimony
of o wum saalle, Dot a1y o Neither this wer any
ot her eqesbionn of seienes ju fo e detormined Ty st bt R IGED
whieh the fexne i Wt woe shomdid fave e plicnamiena pivesended G i
i o way that all amen of semsae sl b ahle Lo purudare o
webves,  This s Bhentically the sm as thint of
genesing Lhal suliject whiel | sl the dis.
enssion of the seientifie weorld e lsiel sdianahod Tes dvaesated dun fhies scvname
way. Toomy mind it appears au i Ppofeesor Barretd dill wob poreacnt,
thix ense s ch'nrl_r. or o free from Ling e we eonbl v desiped,
(Applase).  The way in which e yeferred (o Lhee teatimony of Dy,
Carpenter, los been well suet by Dy Carpenter himself, 1 | wern
Lo smewer Lo chiallossgee of Uhe President (4o Birings forward fuete, 1 enniled
Liring forwand smany like thnse el by Dy, Crpenter, haviog been
engaged in the wame conran of investigation of uneoneeiong cerehration,
and havinganchairman of the Payehologivnd Committes of the Authropr.
ogieal Tnstiinte, Loen eqllod wpan to by ablention Lo tlesn
mintterw,  And there | join jssan with Py Aoy
)lown]l iy 2 grval ehange of opinion hay Laken plaee oty elical
wien, and he particnlarly referred Lo Dr. Carpenter,  Sa far na we have
it on record, noludy for u hmwlred years liew doubted that thess
phenamena of mcssmierian have been prodoced, but the guestion re-
aing, how are they prodneed 7 And the issne daes nat lie with ns to
minke an investigation.  Theve fs no wish on ther peird of seientilie mien
to prevent investigation, but there i w disinelinution totnke the Inbonre
of nvestization o themselves, after this mnttes has remained s dong
Twbore th: pnablie, woud wertainly theve enn due no man of st whe
would not be interested Ly (e faet that Yyonrselly siv, and your fricnda
take a deep inferest in this matter i thoss fnmes are suflicient to give
weight o any cause, apd 1 Pt it to this mecting whether wen of
ecience nre to he repnrded simply as prejndiced heeanan they will ot
accept the expressiong of theiy friends; whether mther they would not
ba prejudiced 1o listen to aml adopt the opinions of you anl yonr
friends, rather than to eppese them. 14 fx ot by the viimibere of names
that a canme of this l(im} will b eeidend, Bt aanat b by the result. of
facts ; therefore, neg on one side wo (o not seek Lo do mere than make a
simple proteat with regand Lo the attempt Uil has Teen ele Lo Irana.
fer the bmden from your shonbders 10 thore of the lwdy of yonr
eolleagnes at Jarge, o on the other bind we il await with anxiely
the practical readt from the en ae ol investization which s Iuen
carried on during such o Yemg perind, wnd which s sow in sach 3 bl
aml worthy hinnea,

Dr. Heaton (of Jeeds)—Ax amedienl man [Lthink it woanld Lo ny.
fortuuate il this disenrsion Jed Lo CXperimients, espreindly npon gicl, Ay
ta the yesnlt of spiritual perfonmnnces, 1 kuow in my own experience
very serious results huve come fiom it. A wedieal frizwil of my oan
atan evening party proposel to muke some peresez, el one young lady
1 i ible ek ye Usu for three days, Her fionmily aned 1l
gentleman concerncd were, of cunrse, very anxious during that time,
and such results, more or Jess murked, will vecur if the exprrinients are
indifferently practised upon a promiscuons assembly,  Mentinng hias
been made of the movement of u henvy table, ‘That reminds me of
what I was told by n member of the Beneh of Lishopa, that he was
staying at the honse of a friend, where ayoung girl wi il 1o have a
remarkable power in effecting movement of heavy bidioa, and lie saw
hLier put her hand on a heavy diving-rovm table, and it moved nway
from her with o fores which her own ordinary physical exertion waolil
have been quite incapable of giving o it. An cinent nslronomer,
well-kuown to many here present, Lokl e he was in a friend's house
where experiments of this kind were Lrjed aml where chiirs, rangel
round the buck room, came from their places, wred slid aeross the floor,
until they cone into the front roum.

The Clinirman —Will you givene Uhe name of your informant }

Jir. Heaton—Dr. Hugyine,

The Chairman—0One of the wost eminent scientific men of the
preseut day,

Dr. Tlenton—Nr. Crovkes saiil that (iese Phesomen: were a4 amply
L-m\'cd by evidence as any of the phenomena in Section A, [ do not

vow whether that is ro, but what js proved by experiment in Seetion
A s bedieved Dy the whole of the Community, il it ida it that only
i emall ’rroponi--n Uelieve i these fucts of Jevitation.  There it be
some difference in the cirenmstanees of e cave el the other,  Jt
cinvol b yerely that it is not within onr own expericnee, 05 in the
care of {he frozen water, Lecause we ave nll i Lhe # cireumulanee,
atul have had the Rame expericnce, in the same conntry, to the present
time, mnl yet these performnuces are not briieved always to e real,
J mvppore Uhe fuct is, it je something so cutirely opposed to our ex-
perience that we do not know how to give them our belief. My awn
wiud is iu a state of uncertaivty in these malters at the present time,
and it is ouly the result of sume investigntions by a scientific body of
exsniners which will lead us {o more certuin conclusions,

T, Corperter—We scientific men neeejd Mr, Crookew® stulements
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upon the radiometer and upan the whole series of beautiful researches
by which he has broughit that instrument to its present position. Why
do we accept them |  HBecause these can be reproduced at any time, and
by any person. (Applause.) If Mr. Crookes conld show us the pheno-
mena whicl ha hs Jescribed, or if you or Dr. Hugzins could show us
the phenomena at any time which have been described in your writings,
we could give them exuctly the same attention. (Applause.)

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIMENTS DY PMAOFESSOR WALLACE.

The Chairman—As I have mysell been mors or less acquainted with
the whola serics of phenomenn which Lave been referred to, for abont
thirty yearn, I should like to give 2 few things I have mysell met with,
which will gerve to anawer some of the theories propounded to account
for them. With rogard to the pl of m tum, I foand myself
wbla to produce them thirty yeurs ago, almost in the same form as they
oceur at the hands of public exhibitors, and two or thres curious
little instances eonvinced mie that they could not be eccounted for by
any unconscions action or any preconceived ideas. To take one ve
slight case, which made & very great impression upon me, showing that
there was a real action upon the musclos, and not a preconceived idea
that there ought to be, or must be, snch an action. Once I wasina
school, and had a great number of little boys under my chargs, and
among these I used to experiment. One day I had oue of these boys in
iy room. I had been making him rigid in the usual way, when the
bell rang for dinner. I immediately mada the contrary passes, to bring
his arm back to the normal state. \We both thought it was all right,
and came down stairs to dinner. After o little whilo I saw him trying
to calch my aye, and found he was sitting with his knife in one hand,
und the other hand down st his side, and unable to bring up his fork
to his mouth, I had to get up, and make two or three passes and
relieve him, so that he could eat his dinner. Thers was a clear case,
in which there was no decoption on his part. [ used aiso to perform
the experiment of drawing a chalk-line on the floor, and making a pass
goross it, The resalt was, the boy would walk up to it, aand there
stick, and generally become rigid. This was done in the presence
of all his schoolfellows, and they sail—' Take a ran at it, and
then, of conrse, yon will go over it," * Oh, yes,” he said; and so
Do ran ut it, and the result was the moaent his feet got on to the
mark they stuck so firmly thut Le fell perfectly flat on the floar, There
wink i cuse i which ho evidently baliovol ie could get across the maclk.
I saw unother enrions sxamyplo in South Ainerien, for, when two thousand
sailes in the interior, my brother, who felt a great interest in thissubject,
used to eall Jitthe Indien bays out of the street, who certainly had never
heard or known anything alont it, and Lie foand that at least half of them
were acted upon in exactly the saine way as the boys in England, Tle
conld el them into this extrnordinary state, and produce rigidity and
anything of thet kind,  Still more extraordinery, ono day ho und I were
going 1o take a wulk into the forest, and wo stayed at o hut. Ile saw a
1nun sitting in the lnt, and asked Lim to let him try to sendl him to
sloep.  HMemade n fow pasaes over him, and found he could immedintely
wwdkee him rigid, 1o tald the man to lie down on the tloor, made a pass
aver him, awl said, ** Stop there till we eome back.” The man tried to
mnve, but conld not. and when we came back in about an honr, there he
was lying on the llnar, exnctly in the sama condition in which we left
him, perfectly nwalke, and begging earnestly to be allowed to get up ; wo
sent i pasy weross lim, and Le rose. Another curions iustance I had
myself wan the inducing what I vsed to call community of taste and
fueling. One of the patients I had in the sclicol was very easily acted
upon in this manner.  When he was sent into a mesmeric trance we
used 1o miks & cluin of ull tho persons present, connected by hands
with me, Tihen [ wounld secrotly take somethinyg outof my pocket to put
it into iy muuth. T it was swgar he would immediately begin working
His amouth, and soying, ** 1low wieo itia!™  I6 it was suit hy would say,
“Wht have you pnt salt in wy mouth for?" T anyboldy eama buhind
me und pricked me in any pact of the body, he would immediately Jml.
Jiis hand to the rame part and say ho was pricked. That happened so
thut T mn purfectly certain there was no possible hint by
which lio’ eonld have obtained this deteiled information of what was
going on; his sensatious, infact, reproducel iy sensations.  That is «
plienomenon T Lave not seen cxplained anywhere. Aguia, with regurd to
vluievayunce, I liwve never seen u perfect case of clairvoyance myuself,
bt I st recall to your recollection that a former profussor of ele-
wistry, Profussor Gregory, devoted many years to the investigation of
this subjeet, anid hus publishel o lurge volowe in which le collected
tagether n vt of fucty, nud sliows that in aumernns cases the true clair-
vayanea, thut is, the knowladge of wriling which eould not possibly Le
prosent in the swind of wiy one of te spectators, was acyuired by theso
putiente. Ows of (he st striking cases was to buy sume aiuls con-
tuining wnttoes,  These, of conrse, eould not possibly be known toany
inelividuul present. One wies picked op at rudon and pet into the
hund of the claievoyant, who held it up and read the motta: the nut
wiets brokan open, wid fonnd word for word as it was read.  That wus
dune senres of Ltimes in Lis presence, and in one case, which lie mentions
particnlarly, the motte consistod of 9 wonds, the whale of which was
given eorrectly. T thuught Uit was u very curions suyygestion of JMr.
Thyde Clarke's, thut we must bring these things over and over again.
Uhere nvo certuin phenomens you cannot bring befure you; they must
Jie sought fur, and & case very muelc in point is that of the meteorulites,
the full of which wis for many centuries disbelieved by scientilic men,
wand it wies only after & considerable number had been actually recorded
that they accepled it as a faet.  Accurding to the generul systom of
unbelief, we onght to disbeliove it even now, because the scientilic nien
camol prognosticate when a meteorolite is goiny to fall, and we ewnnot
o sud see them full, Vol Larrett hinself thinks thut many of
Hiesa: phenonn: when Uy were 8o extenordinary wid beyond his own
wledge, wore o le: necanutel foe by simultuneons delusion of the
spectators, and by particahoely allnded 10 the euze of Mr, Howe,  Me.
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8. C. Hall was presant at a privats party, at which Mrx. Hall and
another lady of my acquaintance wera also Erunt. and My, Hall told
me this fact, which he has also published himsell. After Mr. Homo
had taken some hot coals from the fire, he placed ono on the top of
Mr. Hall's bare head, drawing up the whits, thin hair around it till the
eoal glowed in the middle of his head. Mr. Hall declares ha felt no
sensation of pain or burning, and his hair was not singed ; but several
other persons tonched the coal while it was on his head and got their
fingers barat. A little bit of confirmatory evid I wunt to to
you, to show that this was not a coincident hallucination of all the
gie.mni present, is this, that the next morning, when Mr. Hall brushed

hair, somo particles of cinders ware brushed out, and I think that
is a considerable proof that the coal was really put upon his head. I
will now call upon Professor Barrett to reply.

PROFESSOR DANBETT'S NEPLY.

Professor Barrett—I will detain the section a very few minutes. It
cartaialy shows the immense advance that this subject has made within
the last fow years, that a paper on the once laughed-at phenomena of
sn-called Spiritnalism should have been admitted into the British
Association, and should have been permitted to receive the full discus-
sion it has had to-day. I am extremely glad that this discussion has
occurred, and has occurred in so very {riendly and pleasant o manner;
and if I do not reply to all my critics, remember that throughout
my prper I have carefully confined myself to facts witnessed by mysalf,
and I wish to reiterate my emphatic assertion that I have formed no
opinion ns to their cause. Indeed the Spiritualistic explanation is &
leap in the dark, which I myself am not yet prepared to take. Laokin
at tha phenomena of nntnre now recognised oy scientific men, we fin
outside our owa personality, but penctrating all spuce, there is a sabtla
unseen form of matter, which has no place amongst the elements with
which phyaiecal science deals; that is the so-called ether. Thea
secondly, scientific men at the present day recognise an nnseen exist-
ence, which wa call onr consciousaess, or being, and it seems highly
probable from the facts I have stated in my paper that there is an un-
seen and unconscious inflacncs of energy, or a sphere of personality,
around that conscions beiag. We may also add that there may exist
in aome persons, and at some limes, an unlocalised =ixth sensa, gene-
rally latent, but which sometimes can be called into existence. Those
aro all the conclusions to which I have beea able to come, but that does
not show that my coneclusions are corroct. Thoso who, iilro one Presi-
dent and Me. Crookes, havo had far more opportunities than myself,
and have beea far longer engaged in thia inquiry, and whose opinion iz
eatitled to far greater weight than my own, ought to be listened to, not
with contempt, but at any rate with & wish for further inquiry. I regrot
if I have .ﬁivan any wrong impression of Dr. Carpenter’s excellent work
on mental physiology, but the wrong impression, #f I have givea
any, lns been in the directi rather opposite Lo that which
every ona would expect, Dr. Carpenter, fact, iz willing to
go further than I gave him credit for, for he says about
thought-reading ot the present day, that the muscular sonse is a
clue, no doubt, to a great deal of the phennmena, but he does not
say to all, and the phenomena that I have detailed to-doy show the
eatire exclusion of the sense ; still thero exists presumplive
evidence that thonght-reading can take place. Now Dr. Carpenter
says the same thing with reforenca to these Spiritnalistic plienomona,
that electro-biology, s it is barbarously enlled, or fraud, can, and no
doubt docs, accouat for a great many of the phenomena; but I would
ask Dr. Carpenter to get up and say that it accounts for all tho pheno-
mena. I venturs to say he would not say this, and I would ask him if
lie is prepared to say that every one of the phenomeun of Spiritunlism
can be explained away by thesa two common argnments that are used.
Mr. Hyde Clacke says there is no change of opinion at the present day.
Dr, Elliotson was ridiculed by his | ol brethren, yet his facts
are now wdmitted by Dr. Curqunl.-:r and Dr. Maudsley, and other very
cmineut psycliologists,  Yet Me. Hyde Clurke suys there is no change
of opinion at the present day. Spiritnnlism was luighed at as u diluted
insunity, yet now Dr, Carpenter joins me in the wish for furthee inquiry
into this matter, Yet Me. Hyde Clarke says there is no changa of
opinion at the present day, and the phenomenn nrs exactly whore
they were 100 years ago—long ngo refuted, and therefore ouly fit to
be kicked out of sight, I guite admit that thera is great reason
for caution in conducting these experiments. I am well awars
that there is very great dungee to the subject in conducting thiem,
aml therefore T would not encourage those wha had heard my paper
to-day to go home and vepeat those experiments, else they will most
certainly produce injury to the subjects they operate npua. Tt was
only in the presence of & maodical wun that I veatored to make the
experiments. Thero is still more daugee in pandering o thut morbid
state of mind which i3 so likely to be produced by witnessiog the phe-
nomena of Spicitanlism, and therefore [ say that, Jouking at the dunger
of leaving these facts to half-educated people, und excitable men and
wamen—Ilonking at all the weight of evidenca Uit Jius hovo wddnced by
Lonl Rayleigh, Mr, Crookes, De. Haogygias, Mr. Couke, onr president, and
uther enmnent men whose naees I am not at liberty fu mention, thongh
some of the have been past présidents of this Associution—I say that
it iy inmmbent npon every oue who las witncised these phenomenn to
come forward, aud, be the consequences what they may, o huve the
courage to stats those facts in public, aud tuke the blume, if blame
attaches to it. T would also say that, in view of what we lave henrd
tu-day, T thiok this section shoull nt Lreak np without comiog to
some practical resolution, nad, therefure, I beg o nsk thet the fullowing
resolution be refecred to the comitice of 1his seetion, (Cries of * Order,
()Mut."{ T am out of neder in asking the scction to pass the resolution,
but I think [aw pot out of onder in asking that the resolntion be refereed
to the cotnmittea of the sectivn,

e, Carponter—Vou may seml to the connnittos any proposul you like.

Prof. Bavrett="Then 1 will tuke 11, Carpuenter’s suggestion aud scild

Ad.
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tha following resolation {0 the eompitiee of reesmendations for the
approval or not of the Coungil of the British Associntion—" That in
siew of the fuets rerarded in the paper of Drof. Darrett, nnd the dizens-
sion thereon, it is desiralile that & committee compnsed of seientilic men
ghonld be appointed to inquire ivto the so-culled phenumenn of wmes-
merism and Spiritunlism, so as lo remove the matter from the present
uncertainty of opinion which prevails on this subject.”

Dr. Carpeuter—Drof. Darrett save 1 have chnracterieed beliel in
Spiritualizm a8 8 diluted ineanity. T have nsed thot phrnse. it to the
best of my recollection ouly s applring tn eazes where o belief is taken
up on extremely inadegnate grovnds. 1 do ot think that T ought ta be
stated to have piven that extremely strong expression Leyoud what 1
mysell applied it to.

Prof. Vurrett—I am only tao gled 1o T eorveeted on (his peint by
Dir. Cnepenter, for itis a Turther confirmution of the fuctx in wy
with reganl to the grmhml elnnge of opinion. T auoted from quige G5
of his Inst edition of Mental I'hysiolugy—""* Faery one who accepls ns
. facts, merely on the eridence of his ewn Fenses, ot 0% e testimony of
others, what enmmmon eense tells him 10 b smeh more probably the
fiction af his imngination, even thangh confirmed by the testimony of
hundreds affected by the same epidemic delusivn, st be regarded a8
the subjeet of n diluted insanity.’

Dr. Carpenter—I think Tam justified in eaying, what T mean i that
he has not strietly inguired inte the evidence. A gentleman wiote (o
mie, & edieal man, aned asked me if it was true that 1 had somewhere
expresacd myself that every Leliever in Spivitualism was affected with
dilnted insanity ; and then he went ou to tell me that he had a garret
in his house in which a number of things were put away. I'his parvret
was kept lockedl,  1le went into it one cllnf, and found that these things
were all bronght together on the bed, e put them away in the place
where they were before, aml Incked the door again. A fortuight
afterwands he Look a fricml into this room. e found the door locked,
but piled np in the form of 1 cross were a tmmber of thase articles. 1o
asked, * How am o sccount for this execpt hy Spiritual sgency
My reply was, “ My dear sir, everybody knows there nre prople whe
fissl A delight in mtifying others, aml [ recomuemd yun o Jovk
awony the mewmbers of your own lousehold for some one _or other whe
has got access to the room, althongh the door is Jockedd. 1ot a seal on
the dour ; try sume other tuethod of finding out whether the door has
been used in your absence, avd if you canuot find it out, get a goorl
detective policenan o investigate the case, and see what he can do. 1
say, if upon that very alender evidence you give your mind to the belief
that spirits eame juto your house and piled the things ou your hed, yon
are affected by a diluted jnsanity.” (Applause.) Mr. Bavrett asked
me if 1 pretended to say that all the facts of Spiritualisi can be
aceounted for in_the manner I have expressed. The question iz, what
are 1he facts of Sp‘uimnlimﬂ If, for instanee, 1 visit Dr. Slade, aud
the chair jumps up and then falls back again, is that a fuct of
Spiritunlism 1 How do 1 know that it is & fact of Spiritualism till 1
have carefullr inveatignted that chair, till T have founl whether there
are concealed springs and meechanism to make that ehair juinp up; tny
Jave found whether Dr. Slade ean make my own chair jump wp
apply tbnt to every otherease. ‘Theee things must be cavefully inves-
tigated, and T do uot think a better anawer can be giveu to the testi-
mony that you quoted of Doclor Gregory than this simple fact. My
Jate friend, Sir James Simpsov,
recerving @ very large rofessional inenme, placed m £500 nate in a cane,
senled up in a box.  “This was placed in the hands of n neutral person.
1t has been said, * Ob, this gift of elairvayance eauuot bLe exercised
ex wuder very farourable circumstaness ™ Dr. Gregory admitred
that there was nothing that should prevent his clairvoyants from
applying their powers to finding out the ?uﬂioo Sir Jawes Simpson
put :—*1f one of Dr. Gregory's clairvoyants will tell me the
pumber of the £500 vote, be shall have it.”” That note remained for
many nionths in the possession of this neatral person, aud Dr. Gregory
was obliged to confess that none of these clairvoyauts who could read
these long mottoes of reventy words, could read what was of infinitely
more value to ther, the mumber of the note. (Aphune.) 1 do not
{hiuk that was a disproof ; T only say that it threw doubt upon all thoee
other cases. .

The President—Az Dr. Carpenter has snade some fresh observations
on a point to some extent personal, 1 ehonld Jike to make a slight
correction wilh regard to this statement of his about the diluted in-
sanity. Helas introduced a subsequent cnse, and informed us that it
in applicable to that: but the statenient was not applied to that, but
to the iuvestigations of Mr. Varley, the eminent electrician, who
parrated facts that occurred in lis own his own presence,
yepeatediy, under varying conditiovs, avd by Mr. Crookes, who, ae he
bns told yon to-day, has aleo observed in his own house, with the
most vigid nccuracy, phenomeni of this kind. It wns to their ex-

crisments that Dr. d:\n)cn!cr applied the expression that, if they

elieved the evidence of their own 6enses, they were to be considered
ouly as in = stale of dilnted insanity. Jtis not right to putit on a
uew seent altogether. With regard Lo the £500 note one negntive will
never disprove establisied facts, and even it the number of this L300
note was not read, that does wol disprove the caves in which the
minttoes were read,  You cannot disprove an aflirmative by n negative.
Agnin, why-should we be asked to Lelieve that there ever was a £500
note ! They disbelieve ovr facts “Why skould we Lelieve theirs!
They do not helicve the statements of Epiritualists to be true; how
do we know that this was not a dream, that it was pot a piece |
of blank paper1 We are atked to take these things on hearsay, |
snd when we stale facts we are told, “ Oh, it is mere hearsay.” |
(Applauee.) TWebave beea told by Professor 'l!yndall that be went to |

£ ssance himself, and pla i
Dr. Carpen

ed tricks all the time.
ter—I think the imputation on Sir James Simpson is

. altogether wnwarrapted. (Hear, hear)) Asto what I stated, it was & °
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yiatler of pubidie notericly al the G, bt thee Chaivmm wis alpeut
from the camtey on hia professional ex plomatione To the best of my
yemenibravee Professor Gregory wax swn the nnte, or ab all events
e and all the menwbers of 1he profession in Edinburgh were perfectly
engnizant of the fact to which 1havercforred,  (Appluomse) 1 will not
etand here aml allow the eharacter of Siv James Sunpmon o be called
in question.  (Jenewod applanse.)

The Chairman=—1 eall no man's charaeter in gueation,
“Yon i)

Dr. Caypenter—Yon didd,
gennine note,  (Jlear, o

The Chuirman—1 way amin how do we kunw; we hava no dacu-
mentary evidenee—merely 1oenlleetion, 1 think we have no vight io
yeevive any statements of that Kimd nnless they sre anthuentionted,
(Applanze.)

Profeseor Parrett—1 do not vk we are ealleal upem o Velieve or
dishelieve thie atatement. Dot det ws b up in amger.  (1lear,
hear.)  There has at bast heen wflicient evidenes given to whow that
full inguiry Lt e goncle.

A gentle in the Yualy of the Tall ceanyed Lo continned the dia-
cussion, but the audichee Vceame very fputicnt o wml amidat er ien of
 Pass to the pext pajer,” the suljrct Arapoped, no refercuce being wiado
1o the resulntion suggested by Profesor Barrett.

(Cries of

You said, how Jdid yon know that 3t was a

DI SLADE'S MEDUNSHIF.

Tuk following are estracis from two of the letters read by
Professor Barrett to the British Association at Glasgow.
The first is from a well-known i of science :—

The silting was n short one, bul quite aatisfactory that (he writing is
not done hy Stade hinell

Wer Tl 3 Boomgg rhimpeand il cominumicntion on Spiritualizm, whicl filled
the whole of one side of the wlate. It was much more neatly written
than any previons attenpt 1 hud seen.  Jt tock, L shonld think, five or
gix minutes to write.  During that time Slnde spoke frecly, and I pur-
posely asked him various desultory questions, which e answered aud
expluined quite rendily end fully, while the writing was wtill andilly
proceeding.  1le scemed wmel strack with the rhapeody, recognised it
as like his wife's flowery style, and kept it 1o have it eapied.  The most
remarkable point of the proccedings was when I got tho slate in my
Jeft hand (it

was n eracked slate, and well clenned ), and held it firm
ngninst the nnder surfacy of the table,

while both Slade’s hands wero at
a distance on the middle of the tble, in cuntnct with my right hiand,
and his feet awny ont at a distance from me. In this position the slate
ens nbsolntely frea from contact with anybedy bnt myself and the talle.
Yet 1 had a distinclly-written sentence, and felt the grating of the
pencil while the sound of writing was going on.

Slada said he raw the bine Jight on my right sru, snid & white hinnd
on the bnek of my chairl 1 did not see cither light or hiand, Imt my
chair was certainly palied or pushed ot the time n few inchies buck from
thie {able.

I nm still uneonvinced about gpirita. 1 ennuot for the life of mo
suggest any conceivable cxplanation of whal we hava £eei. AT am
prepared to gwesr 3=, that the effects yenlly do tuke place, sl that no
visible machinery of any kind is cmployed.

1 ehall Le glad to know, when you ean find time to wrile,
illustrations yon have had of thix man's wonderful powers.

The following is extracted from 2 letter to
Burett, written Ly an MLA. of Cmnbridge :—

I went alone, and found Slade would give me n eitting at once; time
four o'clock ; full light, and eame table ns before. The writing com-
menced at once, but it did not go on Jong.

The only long message writlen wns with the slete abave the table,
and Sinde's hand on top ; in this case the slate wes completely covered
with writing. In only one instance, and Uit p short sentence, was the
serap of slote pencil Jeft nt the end of the Inst word. The writing
occurred when one edge of the glate was visibie Lelow the table, and I
conld see that it was pressed np against the table at Slade's end, and
not more than lialf an inch from the table at the other end, it oscillated
in tiroe to the writing. This wonld be important but for the far Letter
experiment of Inying the elate on the top of the table, which we saw
fogether, and which T eaw repeated in nn exectly similar way.

Writing also took place when Slade was holding the siale on my
liend, sgain ozcillating in time to the seraping of the pencil, the varying
pressure very distinet. J wish there had been another witness of this;
as, of conrse, I could not ece the position of Sinde's hand.

"I'he chnir was thrown up as before, except thet it rose less violently,
and T susw it rising before it struck the mnderside of the table: it was as
if pushed, not thrown up.

Sinde's feet were not both in sight ot the time Yo didd this, but bis

ition was such {hat it was im ssble for Jiim 1o have reached it with
iie feet.  The tabie also rove o hont Jive or six inehes off the ground,
our hunds all resting on it, iy ri 1t fout wae on Siade's left foot under
the table, lis right Jeg was visible to e nearly to the knee, aud the
position of his knee would be sbout fonr inches helow the crosn-rail of
the table; I don't ree how he could lift it with his legs nnder these cir-
cumstances. My right knee wes ewice tonched by something, quite
kueo was touched ou the

what further

Professor

softly. I was silting at Slade’s right, and the
right side, so that it was touched frum the o ite pide to Slade, and
wos the pert of my body farthest eway from him. I canuot think he

could have done this with bis toe without being immediately detected.
Any questions you went {0 nek T shall be glad fo auswer.



