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Blr,—In The Times of the 16th inst. Professor B, Ray
Lankoster statos that T am ibla for th
reading of Professor Barrett?lw s e ddr:

Paper before the Anthropo
logical Departmont of tho British Associstion, and that
my suppossd conduct is ¢

more than questionable,” N
Ibe allowod to show that this mgaaﬁon (for mchh!’
amounts o) {s wholly without foundation ?

The paper in question was brought before the Committe”
of Seotion D by the socxetary, before which time I Lad
never seen {t. A member Proposed that it should be ro
ported on, but after & full discussion this was negatived
The paper then pessed to the Departmental Committes
where it was sgain discussod, and, on division, was 1eft 4¢
be read in due course. Professor Lankester iy evidantly
ignorant of the fset that the reading of this war
decided after a vobo taken in fwo Committees, and he was'
therefore, not justified in making the unqualified stave’
mont that, ““ in consequenco of the more than questionably
action of Mr, Alfred Wallnce, the discussions of the Britlsd
Association bave been degraded by the introduction of th!
subject of spiritualism,” As to Professor Lankestar's
opinion s to what braaches of inquiry are to be tabooed g
" degrading,” we have, on ths othor side, the practica)
evidence of such men &s Lord Rayleigh, Mr, Urookes, Dz,
Csrponter, and Colonel Lave Fox—none of them inferioa
in sclentific eminence to Professor Lankester, yot all taking
part in the discussion, and all maintasining that discussion
snd inquiry wero necessary ; while the closo sttention of
& late President of the Associstion snd of s crowded
audience showed the great interest the subject excited,

As I have now shown that Professor Lankester com,
monced his Jetter with an erroneons statement of fact, and
& “ moro than questionable * statement of opinion, it iy
not to bo wondered st that I find the remainder of his
communication equally unsatisfactory. His sccount of
what happened during his visit to Dr, Slade is 40 comy
plotely unlike what happoned during my owxn visit, us well
a8 the recorded experiences of Serjoant Cox, Mr, Cartes
Blake, and maoy others, that I can only look upon it ssa
striking examplo of Dr. Carpenter’s theory of preconceived
ideas. Professor Lankester wont with the firm conviction
that all he was going o sco would be imposture, and he
believes ho saw impostue accordingly, The * fumbling, »
the '‘ manowvres,” the *' considorable interval of tims ™
botweon cleaniog the slate and holding it under the table,
and the writing occurring on the opposita side of the slate
te that on which the piece of poncil was placed, were all
abdent when I witnessed the experiment ; while the fact
that Jegible writing occurred on tho clean slate whon held
entirely in my own hand while Dr, Slade's hands were
both upon the table and held by my other hand, puch
vriting being distinetly audible while in progress, and the
further fact that Dr. Slade’s knees were always in sight,
and that the slate was mever rested upon them afall,
render it quite impossible for me to accept the explana.
tion of Professor Lankester and Dr. Donkin a3 spplicable
to any portion of the phenvinena witnessed by me.

Yours faithfully,
Glasgow, Sept. 18, ALFRED R. WALLACE,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,—Under the above heading Mr. Lankester and Dr,
Donkin give an account of & sdance with Slade which differs
o widely from my exporience that I trust you will, in
commeon justice to Slade, sllow me to state some of the

| points of difference r—

L Slade sat on my left, facing me, and in such =
positivn that not only his legs and feet, but his whols
body, s well as both hands and arms, was in full view
during the whole séance, excopt when ho was savowedly

| bolding the slate under the table, when onme band and

foroarm wero concealed,

2. The writing always came on the upper side of the
slate

3. On one occasion I wrote a question on one side of the

{ slate, bolding it In such a position that Slade could pot

possibly see what I was writing, not. that jt would have
wado any difference if bo bad doue so; for, after T bad
torned the slateso us to have the writing downwerds,

| Slude took hold of one corner, whils I still held the other,
| »nd while both wero thus holding it we passed it under

neath the tablo, when Slade immediately let go, and placod

| both his hands on the top of the table. Under thess cir-
jcamstances 1 got = distinet apswer to mwy Question
| written on the upper side of the slate.

4 I was repoatedly touched on the right side of my body,

| and two or three times while I was looking st the place

During this time Slade's foet, on my loft, were always in sighs

| and generslly in contact with mive, and both his hands on

the tsble under mine. Twice I was bodily pushed forward,
chair and all, slong tho cupet slowly, sbout foar inches.
From our relative positions it was perfectly impossible
that Slade could bave done this or have written on his
knee without my seoing him, or that he could have pro-
duced any “ gentle kicks " or any of the touches which X
have referved to, and which were equivalent to a pressure
of mix or eight pounds. Nor could he have overturned a
chair which stood at » clear yurd's distance from him ; still
less huve brought it back again from s distance of about
three yards after I had satisfiod mysolf that thore was no
counecting halr or wire, and without his having moved
from his seat, Yet thess things occurred. * Raps and
movements of the table ™I sy nothing sbout ; thoy are
easily produced. Yours faithfully,

A. JOY, DMLLC.E, late R A,
Junior United Servico Club, Loodon, 8.1,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,~I foar I must submit to be considerod as™** lost te
reason” for notwithstanding Professor Lankester's ex-
posuro (Y)of Dr. Slade Istill believe in hirs, snd I musy
beg s few lines of your space to give my reason. I had
bad throo sittings with Dr, Slade, and at none had de-
tocted anythivg like imposture. After reading Professor
Lankestor's letter I resolved to go ngain ; I have just re-
turned, and will stato as briefly as possibls what oc-
rred.

ml took with me & book slate, f. e, two slates joined
down cnmo side s0 a3 to close like a book. I first
examined Dr. Siade's fingers, tho nails were cut
down so Jow that I do not believe ho could have
pickod up a pin, and thore was no mark of o piece
of pencil baving beon pushed betwean tho mail and
sho flesh. I then inspected Dr, Slade's slato, which was
on the table, and initirled one cormer, it was then immo.
diately placed close agoinst lo under side of the table at
the corner, in such a position that I could see Dr. Slade’s
thumb on the rimi of the slato projecting beyond tho edge
of tho table nearest to him, while the corner of the slate
with my initials wos just visible boyond the gide of the
fablo nearest to me. A scratching was ot once heard, snd,
on romoval, A message was seon written on the upper side
where my Initials were. Ineed hardly say I kept my eyes
on the visible portion of the slate all tho time

1 then produced my own slate, perfectly cloan, a tiny
pioce of pencil was placed between the flaps, the slate was
closed, and at once placed beneath the table I could ses
by ono end that it was kep$ closed 7 & messsgo was wrigton
insido, the writing wus left, and the picce of penci) placed
on the inner aurfuco that remsined clean. . This time Dr,
Slade, on tho slate beivg closed, raised it, and rested one
corner on the poini of my left shoulder, the slate project-
iug to the front, 50 that by turning my head I could sep
tho wholo of it It was moved directly from the table to
my shoulder, and I did not loso sight of it for a socond.
A scratching began, and on the thres faps being heard,
tho alats was placed on tho table, and opened, when on

the previously clean surface was seon written * Cagnot do
more ; ek thisbo proof. Allic.” Porlops I may us well
mention that no raps or kicks occurred to distract my at-

i tentivn,

I am, Sir, your obediont servant,
\ GEORGE C. JOAD.

Oakficld, Wimbledon-pack, W., Scpt. 18,




