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baps, no people in the world more subject to generous, humane
impulses, and more likely to forget selfish interests at such
moments,” If, Sir, the inhabitants of a vast country are cruelly
caluinniated, we need not feel very sorry for them, for they will in
due time be righted ; but we must feel very sorry for the calum-
niators, and can only bope, for their own sakes, that they will

soon le sorry for themselves—I am, Sir, &e.,
J. G. Cazenove, D.D.

THE RUSSIAN SICK AND WOUNDED.
[TO THR EDITOR OF THR * SPEOTATOR.")

Sin,—Tt was with great satisfaction tbat I read the letter from
the licv. Stopford A. Brooke in the Spectator of September 15th,

for until then I had been ignorant of the existence of a Ruuim
Sick #nd Wounded Fund. There are mavy who, like me, are
writhing under a‘sense of our national disgrace, and anxious to
clear t! Ives from apparent cowplicity with those who bave
sacrificed honour and bumanity at the shrine of what they are
pleased to call British interests, who may be equally unaware .of
the fact. I believe that many among the working-classes would
gladly cootribute their mite, if the opportunity were afforded
them ; and I know there are many among our Crimean veterans
who can tell of kindly assistance received fror Russian soldiers,
when our brave men were reduced to the greatest privations
through official mismanagement. Surely under gimilar, though
far more dreadful circumstances, they will sympathise with them
uow. May I respectfully suggest the organising of penny sub-
scriptions, to afford the masses an opportunity of expressing
their feelings as Englishmen and Englishwomen ?—1I am, Sir, &c.,

E. G. A.

TORTURED WHALES.
[To rax EdITOR OF THE ' SPECTATOR.")

Stnt,—The death of the wretched mammal which was brought to
the Aqnarium at Westminster bas supplied a text for much gush-
ing conposition. I have read pages of eloquence, with meta-
phors and illustrations drawn from everybody who ever wrote any-
thing about whales, including King David and Sir Allen Young,
but it scems to me that in the record of the early death of the
poor creature which has just blighted the hopes of the managers
-of the Aquarium, and the encomiums on the noble burst of energy
and enterprise which bas instantly ordered six more live whales,
two incidental, but jnseparable portions of the subject hnve
Leen cntirely left out of consideration. I therefore desire
to draw your attention to the (bappily past) sufferings of
the crcature which bhas cheated the managers and the sight-
seers, and to the meditated cruelty about to be enacted by
the commissioners of the energetic and enterprising persons
who ulready improve the public mind by keeping alligators
—vwhose natural place of abode is the yielding mud of a great
river-biuk, under a burning sun—in a small tank, ill-supplied
with foul water, under a dark roof, and flagged with stone,
on which the poor prisoners can barely turn, and which denies
them the chief indnlgence of their natural lives, the half-buried
condition dear alike to the saurian and the Nile buffalo.

The whale which died, so fortunately for itsclf, on Jast Saturday
iiadundoubtedly suffered horrid agonies, apart from the tortures of
ita capture, durivg its voyage, and its transfer to the prison which
would liwve turned the proverbial “ whale in a butter-boat™ into
a disgusting reality. Suffocation is admittedly a painful experi-
ence, congestion of the lungs is prolonged suffocation just short
of death while it lasts, and eventuating in death when it is not
relievell.  The wretchied whale in question was subjected to con-
geation of the lungs in its worst form during its voyage. Many
persous, no doubt, admired the ingennity which conveyed the
creature across the Atlantic in a box lined with sea-weed,
snstaining its miserable existence by pouring a bucketful of
salt water upou it every five minutes, while they never
thought of the sufferings of the whale or the cruelty of its
importers, Tt would be too much to ask of the wultitude
that they should, in this especial instauce, adopt Mr. Cbarles
Leade’s proposed test of right and wrong, pleasure and pain,
by putling themselves in the place of the whale on its way from
its native ocean to the Westmioster Aquariom, and practically
submitting to a little temporary suffocation, just to see what it is
like. It is possible, however, that some of those who have been
nisled into praising the energy and enterprise of the gentlemen
who imported the bappily deceased successor to Iongo, and
utended rival to Zazel,

apparatus, more complicated than their -own, requires two ele-
ments for its healthful and painless exercise when condemned to
infinitesimal supplies of both' during a-long- voyage, ' under cir-
cumstances of aggravated imprisonment. Yo v agiacd ot
Av educational pretext for so- barbarovisiand: lh:pnd.an.exhl-
bition as a whale in an aquarium' of the dunmonl of the! Wut,
minster place of entertainment cinnot'-be ‘vrged witlirany show -
of reason,—the models in the Kensington”Museum teach: 'ﬂ! the_
public will ever care to learn about these great inmates- of tho
great oceans. Against such an exbibition, & mere spectacle-for .
the gratification of a thoughtless curiosity, and for thetattrac-’
tion of sbillings, I hope you will protest; and will permit me
through your columns to call on all who bate' cruelty, as a
damnable sin in itself, a demoralising ‘ge-ne sure and lpeedy in
its action, and wide-spreading in.its infl , top t also.
—I am, Sir, &e., A Cowsr.un- Rubxn AND' Dmcm.:

OXFORD FELLOWSHIPS, ' ?_' 3

[To 7ax Eniros oF yBE “Beeoraros) 0t oo~
Str,—The Oxford University Commiksioners lnvc strack their
first blow, a blow which more resembles amdom essay of chength
than a deliberate exercise of their function."' “By'a’ noﬁce in
Saturday's plpen, they bave withdrawn from compeﬁtmn ‘two out
of the three vacant Fellowships at All Souls Coliege. * No one can
question thur nght in the lbstractto suspend mynnmberof vacant
Fellom!npn, butin this particular cue,l for oiie; do quelhouﬂm!
ideas of justice. -For it mut be; remcmbcred'thn noe ‘only was it
informally madé known some time’ lgo “that? (.hm’l?ellomhip.
would be awarded it November; but'on J' n]y" 10'1ast the fact'was
officially stated, ‘notified, and’ proclaimed’ in ' the * University
“ Gazette.” Had there been no such ndvermement, there would
be no ground for censuring the action of the Commulionen but
my contention is, that to cancel the notice now is 'to en(oroon
breach of contract and to commit open injustice. I am speaking
rot from imagipation, but from personal knowledge, in saying
that men bave been induced by that public notice to sacrifice their
whole summer in a hope which now the Commissioners at the
eleventh hour dechre illusory. Legdly. doubtless; no ‘vested
right bas been t ; but practically, it is impossible to deny
that two candidates vnll be dmppomud and defrauded of =
reward définitely and publicly promiséd, in & contract signed and
sealed by the College and witnessed by the University. With all
anxiety for full reform, I take it that the Commissioners have
made an ill-omened beginning,

There ie a further reason why the hardalup is nJl the greater,
For some years past, terrified by threats of external interference,
the Colleges Lave, like Turks dealing with Bulgarians, been sus-
pending Fellowships here and annihilating them there, till only a
small remnant was left—and that chiefly of the sacerdotal clags—
to attract sympathetic invaders, Thus in the year October, 1876,
to October, 1877, there were, I believe, only 14 Fellowsbips
awarded. Of these no less than 8 were clerical, and one was con-
fined top ducated at Winchester ; onewasgiven for history,
2 for science, and the miserable remainder 2 for classice. Moreover,
as far as I can ascertain, in the three years from January, 1875, to
December, 1877, there bave been ouly six open classical lay
fellowships offered for competition. In this number I do not
count one advertised by a certain humorous college as an ** Open
Classical Fellowship, to be awarded for mathematics and Greek
Testament, confined to clergymen’s sons born on the top of
Snowdon, in Wales; the holder will be required to take priest's
orders and go to sea in her Majesty's Fleet, or to the cure of
souls in her Majesty’s Foreign Plantations.” Or if, to avoid
what is doubtless a werely verbal quarrel, one includes this also,
and so the number is raised to seven, there still remains a very
real and solid grievance for the last few g tions of graduaté
Older men will testify that in their time there was no such
searcity, and there has been a very strong and general feeling at
Oxford that the dearth of open Fellowsbips in these latter times
coustituted a hardship, if not an injustice. Still, it was felt that
the injustice, for the most part, was involuntary, indirect, and
accidental. It has remained for the Commissioners to make it
voluntary, direct, and deliberate.—I am, Sir, &e.,

Winchester, October 1. A.J. BuTLER.

SLATE-WRITING EXTRAORDINARY.

[To Tae Evror oF THE “SPECTATON"]
Sin,—I trust you way consider the following experiment worthy

might be indnced to exercise their | of record in your paper, because it differs from cases of abnormal

magivation on the coudition of a creature whose breathing |slate-writing of which evidence was adduced at the trial of Slade,
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and because it affords a demonstration of the reality of the pbeno-

on and the at of imposture from which there seews no
escape. I confine'myself to this one experiment, and narrate the
essential facts only.

The sitting was at a private house in Richmond, on the 21st of
Jast mobth.’ Two ladies and three gentlemen were present, besides
myself and the medium, Dr. Monck. A shaded candle was in the
room, giving light sufficient to see every object on the table
round which we gat. Four small and ‘comuon slates were on the
table. Of these I chose two, and after”carefully ‘cleaning and

placing & swall fragment of pencil between them, I tied them
together withi a strong cord, passed around them both lengthways
and crosswisé, so as effectually to prevent the slates from moviog
on edch otber. " I then'laid thiem flaf on the table, without losing
‘sight of them for'an ‘instant. Dr! Monck placed the fingers of
both hands on them, while”I"and a’lady’ sittiog opposite
* e’ placed our’ hatdson”'the’ cornets of the slates.” From
“this ‘position. our “Mands ‘were' never” moved, *till I' untied them to
" ascertain the’ result.'’ After’waitisg a”minute or two, Dr.-Monck
‘adkéd “te’ t0 amié Aby shott word I wished to be written on'the’
“slaté? ‘Tamed the word “ God™ He then asked me Lo say bow
T wished it written.' I 'replied, * léngtliways of the slate;" then
it I wished it written with & lirge or & small “g,” and'I'chose a’
“wG.” In a very short time, writing was heard on the
slate, [The medium's hands, were, copvulsively withdraws, ad I
*tbed 'm;_'h. untied the cord '('bhh?;l a'strong silk watch-guard,
“Jdnk'By one of the visitors); and ot ‘opening the’ slates, foind on
U4ha' lower one the Wword 1 'bad asked for, written in thé mavner I
"Fad Yequested, thé writing being' somiewhat faint and Jaboured,
"But pérfect] legible, “The slate with thé writing on it is now in
pes WOI.!?":"'.‘” N N I Rl e T : - worrs!t
"1IIhé essential feattires of 'this experiment ' are,—that I myself
'cléaised and tied 5p the'slates, that I kept ‘wy hand on them all
'the'Linse? tbat they Hiever went out of my sight for a moment, and
4}3¢ I'pated the word to bé writtén and 'the ‘manner of writing
§{“aftér they were thus secured and ‘beld by'me. 1 ask, how are
#hiese'facts 14 béexplained, ind ‘What interpretation is to be placed
“ipon Uerd 72T d, Sir,/&el; 1" 204’ Arpmes R, WALLACE, *
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taking. * You will never,” he said, ** escape with life from the
lutches of that ; be will flay you and devour you, and
your bones will be left to whiten iu his dreadful den.” We must
congratulate Messrs. Church aud Brodribb ou baving extricated
themselves not merely with life, but with flying colours, from the
dreadful den of a writer who is almost as terrible a béte noire to-
trapslators as the redoubtable Dante himself. It would be
damning these gentlemen with very faint praise indeed to say
that they bave given us a better translation of the works of
Tacitus than bas hitherto been written in our language. They
bave done much more than this. They bave given us a really
good translation of this difScult historian, and one which for the
classical student's requirements is all but perfect. Their work is
warked by sound scholarship and good-sense; it is thoroughly
and bonestly done; valusble notes and excursuses accompany
it, and we repeat that for educational purpoges, for the class of
readers who need it most and are likely to use it most, this trans-
Jation is all but perfect. To make ita perfect translation for general .
readers there is one thing lacking, and that is siyle. The translators
themselves seer to be aware of this, for they say, modestly enough,.
in their advertisement :—* T'o furnish the English reader with any-
thing like an adequate rep of the styleand genius of the
original must-ever be in the bighest degree difficalt. It requires,
besides a special aptitude for the work, such an expenditure of
time and labour as only the amplest leisure could supply. If
the work of translation could have a share in the proposed
« endowment of research,’ it might be possible to reach an ideal to
which those who bave to live by their work can but distantly
aspire.” This is true enough, and we doubt if any one man, or
aoy two men, with amplest leisure and all appliances and means
to boot, could supply us with that ideal translation of Tacitus which
an enthusiastic scholar might picture to bis imagination—a scholar,
wemean, wholoves the language andliterature of England as deeply
and strongly as he loves the language and literature of * josolent
Greece and baoghty Rome.” Such a scholar will undoubtedly
miss much in this translation which be would like to find there,
and find mwuch which be would fain see away; but for all that,

Sabi

| the translators have for the present made Tacitus their own. Nay,

more, the foundation which they bavé Jaid is so solid and genuine
that, for ourselves, we should be content for future translators
o build oo this foundation, and pot seek to lay a fresh ove.
Then, indeed, in the course of years—or centuries, perbaps—we

B mlghtﬁnllyoomtopo-e-andlygmtmmlnionofnome's

greatest historian. Meanwhile, Church and Brodribb's traos-
lation should be regarded as- the *authorised version,” and im--
provements grafted upon it in subsequent editions might, or
might not, in proportion to their worth and nomber, bear the
pame of the editor or reviser. Of course, during their lifetime
these gentlemen alone must be allowed to undertake the task of
such a revision as we are thinking of ; and in our opinion, it

* | is' the plain duty of every Latin scholar in Eungland to send from
“| time to time to Messrs. Church and Brodribb, for their approval,
‘| any felicitous pbrase or: probable interpretation which be may

light upon. In this way, far better and quicker than from-
« endowment of research,” we may reasanably look for successful
and satisfactory results. Right willingly would we contribute our
miite for such a purpose, if space permitted, but we can attempt

1 tiothing beyond a few general remarks, and we are as conscious as

the translators are of the practical inutility of such a proceeding.
“+ We have,” say they, **to acknowledge wuch kind and generous
approbationof our work, and much valuable and instructive
eriticism, " Of this, when it has dealt with details, we bave often
availed ourselves. When we have been told in more general
terms that we ought to be more forcible, more faithful,
or more free, we have been obliged to be content with ac-
knowledging the excellence of the advice, and regrettiog that
we were not able to follow it.” To the justice of the reproach
thus gently made we readily assent. Vague criticism is almost as
|'useless as wild criticism, and is profitable neither for reproof, nor
for correction, nor for instruction. By the aid, however, of an
‘admissior made by the translators themselves, and of an extract
from Dr. Arnold's article on the ** Use of the Classics,” we bope
‘to’do’ something more’ definite than merely repeat to Messrs,
‘Church and Brodribb that they ought to be more faithful, more
forcible; and more free:!"“The admission we allude to js this,
‘abdis takes from the preface to the **Anuals ":—* The Jast instal-
iient of bur ‘work has been a somewhat laborious task. We can-
not ‘supposé that 'we have accomplished it to the full satisfaction
‘of eitber the'classical student or of the English reader. Scholars
‘i¥ill n6 doubt find that many subtleties of expression have been
migseéd, and ‘that here and there we bave misapprebended our




