more effective than is. The account of the
Fée supper is very ; aod the enforced de-
parture of the ifal wise fay wife on account
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and easy to follow wi
care and deatness. There are

gardening, and there are riddles and
in abundance,

J

exercise
tions for
charades

are . The only article that is open to

is that on * Thanksgiving Day,” which is
pervaded b; & chauvinisme we gndiy expected
trom Lady . Surely Noglish people might
give up thank eaven that (hey are not envious
or n-&- like ¢ poor French.

OUR LIBRARY TABLE,
The Life of Pius the Ni T. A. Tal

lvok(l!e{do';kkn),vbm.&u'z informed lm
Preface ia intended to give “an account of the

of the private life of Pius the
the character of the wan
it by his public conduct,”
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Sinigaglia till the days of
are given, on the whole,
story is told throughont
he fiest fifty-fone years of
Mr. Trollope "gives “a bricf
first of the five bouks in which
are parcelled out, were of the
uneventful nature, The interest of his life
his to the Pupacy. The story
the Niuth divides itself
, the first introduciog
ter of u political reformer,
wpt to give to his States a
W, finding himself irrecon-
vational sentiment, ho was
uge in exile; the second,
down to the present day,
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THE ATHENZEUM ;

takes occasion to introduce jokes about the P

old cat, which a to have died shortly after,

and when of the deprived of his
civil sovereiguty, he describes him “ as putting his
band the gratings of his window,

with * Pity the sorrows of s poor old man,’”
Sioxor Boxemi's

Pope, Slgor Bonghi
examines the actual condition of Catholicism, its
hopes and fears, the attitude taken up towards it
by civil governments, and the composition of the

of Cardinale, The conclusion at which he
arrives is thus stated : “Il Pontificato prossimo non
uscird dal giro dei Curdinali italiani, e sard il piit
prudente, il pii addatto a restituere cunctando
rem, ch’ essi troveranno in mezzo & loro.”

Messes. Saurn, Etpkr & Co. bave sent us the
first two volumes of a chesp und yet elegant
edition of Thackeray's works, The type is, per-
hape, slightly smaller than we should have chosen
if the selection had lain with us, but it is distinct,
the plnlrr is gocd, and the insertion of the author's
own illustrations adds much to the attractions of
on issue that ought to prove popular,

Ax excellent translation of Mr, Browning's
Inn-Album, by E, Leo (Hamburg, Mauke Sihne),
bas been sent to us. It is extremely close,
Inceed, the translator dln%nys something of the
swne courage that Mr. Prowning himself has
shown in his version of the Agawemnon, The fol-
lowing is an example :—

On X

SaTN T TS
is rendered,—

n

B s T e
On only one occasion has the translator found it
necessary to add a note of explavation. His ren-
dering is not only faithful, it is readable and
wusical German verse, as the following extruct
will show. It is the transhtion of the splendid
lin: beginnivg, *“ Ay—give the baffled angler even
yet'i—

**Jn, schade wilr's, wenn dem getiinschten Angler

The Germans are to be congratulsted on ol taining
such a spirited version of Mr. Browsig's five tale,
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THE CURIOSITIES OF CREDULITY.

OwixG to absence from howe I bave only just
seen Dr. Carpenter's letter in the Atheneum of
December 220d, to which I now beg leave very
briefly to reply.

T must first remark on the extreme inconveniones
of Dr. Carpenter’s erratic mode of carrying on &
discussion.  As soon as his lectures on * Mesmer-
isw, Spiritualism, &e.,” were published, I wrote &
review of thew in the Quarterly Journal of Sciene
of July last. To this Dr. Curpenter replied in
Frasers Magazine of Novewber, promising a
fuller reply to certain points in the new edition of
his * Lectures,’ then in the press,  As the article
in Fraser was of a very personal character, I issued
a rejoinder in the same periodical the following
month, A discussion has also been carried on in
Nature, and the scene of the contest is now re
moved to tbe Athenmum, many of whose readers
are probably ignorant of its previous o8,

Dr. ter comes before a fresh audience in
order to reply to a specific charge of mis-statement
which I made against him in the Quarterly Journal
of Scicnce (July, 1877, p. 398), which ohrmul

proceed to e by

will w, he endeavours to e

# wordy defence, which really amounts to an
admission of it. In his * Lectures’ (p. 71) is the
following -

“It was in France that the snmu!om of
meswerio clairvoyance were first advanced ; and
it was by the French Academy of Medicive, in
which the mesmeric state had been prev dis-
cussed with reference to the performance of sur
gical operations, that this new and more extrw
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i claim was first carefully sifted, in conse-
of the offer made in 1837 by M. Bardin
a member of that Academy) of a prizs of
francs to any one who should be found
reading through opaque substances.
was deposited in the bands of a notary
jod of two years, afterwards extended to
snnouncement was extensively pub-
umerons cases were offered for examina-
ry imaginable concession was made to the
that was compatible with & thorough
ho nsserted power; and not one was
stand the trial,
ders will observe that this is deliberately
to be (;hi‘ gul time th;t clai ‘;u
sifted in France ; yet it now appears that
Y ter perfectly well knew ofp the Com-
of the same Academy about ten years
ier, which, after five years of most un;und

borate rimen ve o 3
p.ilinly'i?:'nwu .:f' lﬁ reality of chimynu’;.

Bat Dr. Carpenter would have us believe that
he studiously avoided all mention of this Report
because it had been proved to be wholly founded
on imposture or error; and be endeavours to
establish this by giving a single hearsay case of a
confession of imposture on another person not even

the Commission! 1 feel sure that

the im ion conveyed to the readers of Dr. Car-
ter's letters would be that the case of alleged
Fopostare by ove of the mesmerio pationts of M M.
Georget and Rostan occurred to members of the
Commwission, and that the case had been examined
by them and rwd on as genuine, But this
iwpression would be entirely erroncous. The
members of l!l:lo n?:mhsioo, 7:17" ume;k ure
nppended to the rt, are as ows : 1, ur-
dgu de la Motte (President); 2, Fou?nlor;
3, Guenean de Mussy; 4, Guersent; 5, ltard ;
6, Leroux; 7, Marc; 8, Thillaye; 9, Husson
glepomt). Against the voluminous and interest-

g details of this Rej its carefully repeated
experiments, its cautious deductions, its amazing
facts, not one particle of rebutting evidence is
ndduced.  Yet Dr, nter thought himeelf
justified not only in ignoring its existence, but in
giving his readers to understand, by an express
form of words, that no such inquiry was ever
made! This was the accusation I made against
R b0 T T ot e o

astot our and sul o y.

I‘:mm. add a few words on the vn{ in :':ich
Dr. Carpenter treats M. Rostan, “one of the ablest
medical psychologists of his day.” Dr, Carpenter
states, as a fact, that, *“ when & second edition of
the * Dictionnaire de Médecine’ came out in 1838,
he (M. Rostan) withdrew the article he had con-
tribated to the first”; and then, farther on, it is
stated that “ M. Rostan, by his own confession,”
bad been led away by cunning cheats in the
matter of clairvoyance, Now I have always un-
derstood that M, l%mn was much annoyed at his
urticle being superseded in the second edition of
the Dictionnaire ; and, as this is & EM probable,
I require some direct evidence of Dr. Carpenter's
assertion that he voluntarily withdrew it. This
s the more necessary because the still more im-
portant and damaging statement—that M, Rostan
made n “confession” that he had been led away
by cunning cheats—is also given as a llum‘y
Teport without any reference or authority ; and it
very much as if Dr, Carpenter’s logic had
deduced the “ confession” ns an inference from
the “ withdrawal," no evidence whatever being
offered for either of them. If this should really
be the case, then the severest things I have said us
to Dr, nter's mode of carrying on this dis-
cussion will be more than justified,

Throughout my discussion of this subject with
Dr. Carpenter I have strictly confined myself to
‘uestions of fact and of eridence, and have main-
fained that these are of more value than opinions,

Wever nuwerous or weighty, My criticisms
have, for the wmost part, been directed to mis-
Tepresentations of facts and suppressionsof evidence
on the part of my opponent. The readers of the
Athenerum will now g able to judge, as regards
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one case, whether that criticism is sound ; and for
namerous other cases I refer them to my articles
in the Quarterly Jowrnal of Science and in Fraser's
Magazine, If they read these, they will, T think,
ageee with me that the cause of truth will not be
advanced by the farthur continuance of & discus-
sion in which one of the parties perpstaally evades
or res the most important points at issue,
and at every step introduces fresh mis-statements
to be corrected and fresh insinuations to be
rebutted, as I bave shown that Dr. Carpenter has
done in his numerous writings on this subject,
Averep R, WaLrace

THE CONFERENCE OF LIBRARIANS,

Dr. LroroLp SgLiGuaNy has made o rt on
the recent Conference of Librarisus to Dr, Falk,
Minister of Pablic Instruction in Prussis. He
objects to calling the Conference International, as
80 many great libraries were not represented, und
Eoglish only was spoken ; and he states that he
differs much in opinion from the American repre-
sentatives. Dr. Seligmann is of opinion that it
was a mistake not to deaw o distinct line between
libraries for scientific purposes—as most German
libraries are—and those or the public at large.
Such a distinction would have shown the unsound-
uess of the views advocated by the Americans with
regard to the introduction of ladies as librarians,
the share fiction avd novels ought to have in
libraries, the freedom of access to them, the rela-
tion of the library officials to the publie, and so
forth, But, at the same time, he admires the
eagerness of the Americans for the cause, and
thinks they deserve the thanks of all librarinus for
haviog carried out the idea of a Conference,

The Report contains & long chapter on cata-
mnhg and the questions connected with it. Dr,

igmann is not a librarian, but refers to his
experience as a reuder in many libraries of Earope,
and especially at the British Museum ; he advo-
cates o printed general catalogue and classified
catalogues, and quotes severa) authorities for his
opinion from the Report of the Select Com-
mittee on the British Museam, ordered by the
House of Commons, 1836, and t‘te Report of the
Royal Commission of 1850, But Dr, Seligmann says

a printed catalogne, &e., is advocated also
Mr. George Bu whose autbority has the
greatest weight with e one—Englishman or

foreigner—who has visited the British Museum.
Signor Mondino advocated & general eatal of
MSS, but Dr. Seligmsnn remarks that igoor
Mondino would find 1t difficult to form a catal

of the MSS, existing in Italy. The Papal uﬂ
rities would hardly sanction such a plan,

The relations between Germany aud the Confer-
ence are explained by quotations from those libra-
rians who mentioned Germnn( in the Conference,
These librarians are Mr. Winter Jones, Mr,
Wheatley, Dr. R. Caulfield, of Queen's College,
Cork, and Mr. Vickers, of Cincinnati, At the con-
clusion Dr, Seligmann divides the results of the
Librarians’ Conference into direct and indirect,
The direct results are the comstitution of the
Library Association of the United Kingdom, lz
which & continnal mutual exchange of ideas
made possible, by which those ideas can be prac-
tically carried out, and by which the interests of
::. blmho éibnrinl,dnn:n d::)rlibsx:’mo can

iscn: and protected ; but Dr, Seli n
does not think Mr. M. Dewey'’s organ, tgo Li-

Ji ought to be the mouthpiece of the
Eoglish librariaus, as it certainly would not be
that of the Germans. The indirect results are the
new suggestions which were forthcoming in the
Conference, and which may be utilized in the
different libraries hereafter.

SERVETUS AND CALVIN,
Ix reply to Mr, Dyer I beg to say that bad my
Lnbliabon not objected to the somewhat more
ngthy Preface I had written than the one that
appears in my book, be would have had no cauze
to complain of me for neglecting to mention his
‘Life of Calvin Fresh from the study of the

documents from which Mr. Dyer
Hed vhan m '&“'.?..d...“"" ot the &
i myselfl to G
and impartiality that distiogaish
But it does not follow because our
50 closely, aud becanse a single sen!
is translated from one of Calvin's in
the same words as Mr. Dyer uses, that therefore
borrowed from him, I doue so I should
acknowledged my indebtedness, as I have
others. But I did not even know Mr.
bad written & Life of Calvin for more
after wy book was finished aud bad
to more than one of the lead!
B T
only put into my s by my r.
ml{inthopriogoﬂhomthuhu
away; and I pow
that I did not once use it in
which, I hope, bears intrinsic evidence
no small amount of pains to master
from sources as near the fountain-head
et them, The other matters
Dyer's letter do not in
I venture to say that I do not
read we aright, and that my text will
the interpretation he pats on i
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the begioning of the ), the raler of
imyar, who, on

took the name J.

subject, the Syrian punctuation,
Mgmimpouua Iol:'th

vo-clmu. He hss published a treatise on
it by Zugbi. Bnd:: the treatise of the
Maronite pricst Petrus Aldvensis, which is of value



