: have there said, I did nut, and do n
| put_ it forward as a means of coping with;unem-

ployment and poverty at home. For that pur- |
| pose, ;I entirely agree with such of vour corre: |
‘| spondents as claim that the only immedinte and

effective remedy is to be found in the varicus

'|H. H. Smith (in his volume on

N
i PRRNIRLE L
(By' Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace) "
;. Under this heading two of ourparraéﬂoﬁﬂeﬁu 1
have referred to & passage jn: gy ‘' Travels on
the Amazon ' (pp. 230-38), in Whieh I describé
how a few families of workers might live in}; .
certain districts on this river in comfort ahd |1
evenl luxury by their own labour: - But, t6 avoid
misconception, I think it is fiecessary for me to
sy & few words in explanation. ° In the first
glme_ I premise that there must be some half-
ozen industrious, fairly-educated working men
and boys, and that they must have a clear capital
of £60 to tide them over the first year or two. .
While not withdrawing one word of fhﬂ.
ot now; |
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forms of co-operative land cultivation. To those
who wish to have some details as to how this
is to be practically enrried out, I will refer to
my chapter upon * Reoccupation of the land:
the only immediate solution of the problem of
the unemployed,’” first published in * Forecasts
of the Coming Century” (1897), and reissued in |1
Vol. 11. of my “Studies, Scientific and Social.”
Recurring to my remarks upon the Rio Negro, |1
I wish to point out that the essential feature ||
of my suggestion has been overlooked by Mr.
““ Brazil, the
Amazon, and the Coast'’), who adduces the case
of s very industrious German family, settled
in the forest a few miles inland from- Bantarem,
on the Amazon, who had encountered numerous
difficulties and were quiteé unable, after several
years' hard work, to make a tolerable living.
But in this case, as in almost all the other cases
of European settlers in Brazil and other tropical
regions, failure arises from the fact that they
all try to grow produce to sell, instead of for
their own consumption, while they buy the neces-
saries of life at the nearest town. Thus, whether
they grow coffee or tobaocco, sugar or cocoa, or
any other tropical produce, they have to sell it
to merchants or middlemen at very low rates,
in competition with the large estates which grow
a hundred or a thousand times the gquantity;
while all they buy is in small quantities from tﬁe
' retail traders. They thus sell cheap and buy
dear, and being obliged to sell,- however adverse
the market may be, they often suffer great loss
and are unable to procure even the ordinary
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‘| necessaries of life.
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|| atter the, first yoar, whils |

" Hven lees labour than thal spent in ETOWINE I3
and marketing &' erop !Df‘ﬂle__wbuidk ufios tof:
produce all the necessaries of life in abindanceis
' sticceeding years {f
of  the, comforts, and even; thejj =
also bb:pl‘l‘dﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁ‘f ‘her i

more. and more
luxuries, of life could _
would; - however, be always:a sufficient
‘of . truits, vegetables, poultryiZetc.

]
Ty

1 ood pries Lo puasing boste
1| ot loma b, grodt seoi

‘| a-¢rown, the sole coh: \'uqn—.;.},jem'g;; ' Fes

at:
b4 saclh Ei,l; hig
i %:rthe:lﬁ* o Basly: row
favoured par )
-pis-:;é\.s(, my book oni_ the. AMKES
cbirespondents have noticed.
S Would like to add here that 1 shonld B0} |
recommend  Englishmen fo_ go $0; the Ama
of Rio Negro to try such & sell-supporting.
among people of ‘8 different languagesind
ligion, and whete. their very succésh might -
ject them \bo, excessive. Governmetit :exdct:
The. experiment.: might ‘e tried, s VB
British Guians, i an almost identical elimat
and with even greater, ha.noei;_bfﬁlg‘u a8
that Colony & Tan_ulnp,-, gat}:leﬁ.;g,ﬁ have,
of unoccupiéd land (comprising almosk th
of the interior {forésts) for the small

‘the: fow. tools

ok

it for ten years; while any, é‘ﬁ”g s oult U

|

y(260 acres can be -purchase botal ; tost
about 2s. an acre: .= On any <of “thée L ndnieft k.
rivers that intersect these forests—the Demerar&if] i

the Berbice; and the Essequibo, with its: mangf i
large tributaries—theré are doubtlésd hunhdredsH
of localities equally fayourable to Eh:s. jetiler withfl 4
those 1 have describéd on the Rio Negri .'Whil_ 5.
as those rivers aro sll traversed _b{ﬂ_: merh’
communicating with the mines. and inland heté]
tlements, there would be .eas . communication §;

with the seaports, and & ready market for all:
surplus, produce. P AR i
¥or healthy and hard-working men; with'.

small capital, who wish to form permanent selfi{i |
supporting homes, under the most favourabie}’ ™
congitinns and in an easily accessible country, |
I do not know of any more suitable Colony than |4
British Guiana. - s =
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